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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.39
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Return
showing railways constructed department-
ally and otherwise {ordered on motion by
Mr. Heitmann). 2, Annual Report and
Balance-sheet of the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Depart-
ment.

By the Honorary Minister: 1, Annual

- Report of the Chief Inspector of Fish-
eries, 1910; 2, Annual Report of the Bun-
bury Harbour Board, 1911.

ELECTORAL ROLLS—LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker): I desire to make a statement
to the House in conneclion with the eom-
pilation of the rolls of the Legislative
Couneil, The other night, in answer ‘o
a question by the leader of the Opposi-
tion, I stafed Lhat it had been decided to
strike out all the names which were upon
the vell before 1907, all the names
that were there prior to that date, and
then to send oul eards, nolices, instrue-
tions, and divected envelopes, for the pur-
pose of enabling those who ave qualified
to vote to send in their names and become
envolled. 1 have given the matter fresh
.attention since, and this morning, in con-
sultation with the Chief Electoral Officer
and the Colonial Secretary. 1 deemed it
advisable to make an alteration in the
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plan whilst maintaining the prineiple laid
down. From the beginning, the purpose
had been to get a pure and complete roll.
By the Act we are entitled to strike o1t
those whose qualificalions cannot be at-
tested, but prior te 1907 we had, and we
have now no means of attesting the qualifi-
cations of those who have been on from the
eommencement of the Couneil rolls. Thal
there might bhe nohody omitted, neglectexl.
or wrongly exeluded from that roll, T
have now, no means of attesting the qualifi-
in each town, ov municipality, or place
where a vroads board is, a conference he-
tween the electoral officer of the place, if
there he one, the town cleck of the place
if there be one, and the secretary of the
roads board if there be one, and
that those people shall po into the
rolls, examine them, and, where they
can testify or where they hold the
convietion that the names upon the
roll are entitled by qualification te appear
again ou the rolls those names shall go
over automatically into the new rolls being
compiled at the present time. Those
names that cannot be approved hy those
people resident in the place and acquaint-
ed with its conditions and with its residents
shall go off the rells, bnt the procedure
already indicated shall be taken in regarl
to them. That is to say, they shall re-
ceive claim forms, directed envelopes for
replies, instruetions how fo vote, forms
showing by practical illustration how it is
done, and, in fact, supplied with all the
particulars. And none of the other par-
tienlars which I detailed shall he
neglected. ‘That is ta say, there shall be
posters placarded in all the towns, and
circulars evevywhere shall be sent out, the
object heing entirely and only to make
these rolls such that we ecan honestly say
they vepresent those entitled to vote ai
the fortheoming elections for the Legis-
lative Conneil, The reason why I can-
not agree to the suggested canvass by the
police is that, whilst that form might he

practieable in the metropolitan area
it would not be practicable in out-
lying provinees, and expertence has

proved that canvassing by the police
has never been satisfactory. In ne
instance has satisfaction been obtained
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by that means. The police have many
other duties to perform, and whilst pro-
bably there is no body of canvassers who
would he more confidently relied npon for
integrity and honesty, yet the ealls upon
them are so enormous, and ibe facilities
that even they have for obtaining in-
formation are so limited that we could
not rely npon their being able to complete
the work before the next elections. The
task would take six months to complete if
we had to do it in that way. In respect
to the centres where the population is re-
latively dense my advice is that those who
are interested in seeing a complete roll
should voluntarily come to the assistance
of the department in the huilding up of
the roll.

Mr. Allen: That is the duty of the Gov-
ernment T take it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
our duty to get as complete a roll as we
gan, and we are going to do it. In re-
gard to all those who have the residential
qualification, it is proposed to get their
names from the Legislative Assembly roll,
and verifv their qualifieation as far as
possible. We intend fo leave no stone
uniurned to get all on the roll that we can,
and we are equally anxious that we shall
put on none without qualifieations.

Mr. Allen: There are different qualifiea-
tions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What-
ever the qualifications we are anxious to
do the right thing. We shall consult the
officers of the loeal authorities, and the
ratepayers’ rolls.

Mr. Allen: They are not on the rolls
unless they have paid their rates.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quite
5o, but we shall serutinise lhe rolls and
take the advice of the mundcipal and
roads hoards’ officers and the electoral

officers. I desire to impress upon
the publie the faet that the com-
pleteneszs of the rolls depends upon
the watehfulness of the citizens. Tt is

the duty of every citizen having these
qualifications to see himself that he is
enrolled, and, it being his duty, I frust
every person interested in securing com-

[ASSEMBLY.]

plete rolls will become agtive in further-
ing the object of the Government in this.
respect,

QUESTIONS (2)—FRUIT PACKER.
APPOINTMENT.

Loeal Applicants’ Qualifications,

Mr. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has any appointment
heen made in regard to the position of
freit  packer, ete, advertised in the
Eastern States’ papers? 2, Is the Min-
ister aware that among the applications
sent in there were two from packers in
Western Australin whose qualifications
for the work ave recognised as first class
by the fruit growers of this State, and
whose experience eannot be disputed ¥
3, Ts the Minister aware that the stand-
ard of packing in this State is ackuow-
ledged by expori buvers to be higher
than that praetised in the Eastern
States? 4, Will the Minister instruct
that, before an appointment is made, the
claims and pretensions of local packers
shall be fully investigated and considera-
tion given to same? :

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied : 1, Not yet; 2, Not as
diselosed in the information supplied by
appliecants. One appears to have good
qualifications; 3, No sueh expression of
opinion has been submitted to the Min-
ister; 4, This has already been done, and
the merils of the loeal applicants are be-
ing given full eonsideration,

Test of Competeuc:y.

Mr. TURVEY asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, How was the deeision
arrived at that all the applicants for the
posiiion of fruit packer in Western Aus-
tralia did not possess ‘‘adequnate experi-
ence?’’; 2, Were applicants submitted to
any test? ; 3, Was there among the local
applieants one who Lad had considerable
experience in fruit packing in America?;
4, Is the Minister aware that one of the
local applicants is considered by many of
our leading orchardists to be one of the
best fruit paclkers in Australia?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied : 1. No decision has vet
been arrived at regarding the appoint-
ment of a fruit packer. I stated in reply
to a question in this House on the 30th
November that as none of the applicants
was considered quite suitable the ap-
pointment was being advertised in the
East. The position was that the expert
in charge of the fruit industries branch
of the Department of Agriculture ad-
vised that though one applicant appeared
to possess the regnisite experience, his
health rendered it unlikely that he could
efficiently fulfil the duties of the position;
2, No; 4, Yes ; 4, Yes.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. HEITMANN, leave
of absence for one fortnight granted fo
Mr. A. A. Wilson on the ground of urgent
private business.

BILL—VETERINARY.

Read a third time and returned to the
Legislative Council with amendments.

BILL—MARRINUP BRANCH
RAILWAY.

In Commitice, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Couucil,

MOTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS,
NATTIONALISATION.
Adjourned debate on the motion by Mr.
Lewis, “That in the opinion of this House
the Govermnent should immediately enter
into negotiations with the Perth Tram-
way Company with a view fo nationalis-
ing same as early as possible,” called on.
Question put and passed.

PETITION—WICKEPIN-MERRE-
DIN RAITAVAY ROUTE.
Petition rveceived from Kuarrenkutten
and Kuminin setilers praving that the
Wickepin-Merredin line might be con-
structed not further west than the route,
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the latest abandoned, or if possible, as
far east as Emun Hill as engineering
difficalties would permit, now considered,

Mr. MONGER  (York) : I beg to
move—

That « select commitiee be uppointed
to consider the question of the route of
the Wickepin-Merredin Railway.

T have enly (o eall the atiention of hou.
members to the fact that nearly twelve
months ago this Parliament anthorised the
constiuetion of a line of raillway from
Wickepin to Merredin. Since that Bill was
Ppassed by Parliament, various deputations
have waited on the gentlemen who have
successively oteupied the position of Min-
ister for Works, and numerous routes have
been recommended. Prior to-the present
Minister geing into office arrangements
had been arrived at avith the late Minister,
and an absolute promise given by the (hen
Government that a eertain route would be
adopted ; and whilst I have to admit that
in the late Government’s regime varions
surveyed rountes were exploited from time
to time, until about last June no absolute
and definite decision had been arrived at
by the Government. On every oceasion
on which a depuiation waited on the Min-
ister for Works practically the only re-
qnest of the depntation was that the route
as recommended by the Advisory Board
should be followed. The petition T have
to present asks that, at all events, the
route recommended by the Board shall
bhe adhered to, or if that be not possible,
that the line be taken further east as pro-
posed in the attempted survey of the
route. I am sorry that the Minister for
Works is not in the Chamber, beeanse it
will be necessary for me fo refer to the
reply given by him to a deputalion since
he has been in office, and I would like
him to hear the constraction whiceh T plaece,
and whiech I will ask hon. members to
place, on the reply he gave to that depu-
tation. The pelition eontains a para-
araph on which T desire to lay partienlar
stress— ‘

Moreover, vour petitioners submit
that the plans isseed by the Lands De-
partment at the time the various sub-
divisions were thrown open for selec
tion, and the prices charged for: the
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land, do not permit of any deviation of

the line to the westward.
T have bere a plan of the sub-division of
Kuminin area showing various allotments
then offered to the people. The prices
varied from 1ds. to 23s. per acre, and the
locality plan shows a railway along a
certain route, which I contend was aareed
to by the last Parliament. 1 am told that
it is the intention of the present Minister
for Works to alter the proposed roufe
almost in its entivety, notwithstanding
the reply he pgave to the depuia-
tion, and notwithstanding the plan fo
which T am referring. T am going to ask
hon. members to inspect this plan, and to
take particular nole of it. It refers to
land open for selection on the 25th April
of this year, just three months after the
passing of the Bill by Parliament. I am
told also that the present Government in-
tend to lay particular stress upon the pro-
mise given last session with reference to
the straightening ount of this line. At the
tire this Bill was being considered in this
House a new discovery at Bullfinch was
receiving considerable attention at the
hands of the speculator and the mining
investor. We were all hoping that in Bull-
fineh we had another great mining pro-
position, and that the discovery would give
a great impetus to prospeeting throagh-
out the State. As a result of that pre-
vailing opinion, Mr. John Ewing wrote a
letter to the TVest Australian in reference
to this Wickepin-Merredin Railway, and
suggested that it would be a good idea for
the Government to put down weightier
rails and make this line not only an agri-
enltural railway, but also one which would
earry cheaper fuel to the goldfields
of Southern Cross and  Bullfinch.
It was on the strength of that letter that
there was any difference of opinion on
the route as suggested by the Advisory
Board. In support of this, it will he
necessary for me to quote from the sec-
ond reading debate, which took place in
this FHouse on the 18th January last, and
which covers two and a half pages of
Hansard, The whole debate was ocea-
sioned by the letter which appeared in the
Press, signed by Mr. John Ewing, and
whieh was quoted in extenso by the mem-
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ber for Collie, Mr. A. A. Wilson, whose
absence this afternoon, by the way, I
regret. At all evenis in quoting this
letter the member for Collie read it all,
but T am only geing to quote a portion
as follows -~
The course of this line should be in
as direct a line as possible from Wicke-
Hin to some 40 miles sonth of Merredin,
and [ believe that once Collie coal gets
on to the goldfields market it will be
found uecessary to continue the whole
section in a north-easterly direcfion to
Southern Cross, and that the trade will
assnme such dimensions as to wavrant
of its own trade alone the construetion
of the direct line from Collie to South-
ern Cross. The proposed deviation from
Wickepin to Kunjinn and the laying
of 45lb. rails will effectually destroy
the hope of the colliery owners of Col-
lie of opening up a trade profitable to
Collie, the railways, and the State. 1
hope that the Government will give
this important matier due considi-
eration before definitely deciding the
route.
After having vead that letier the hon.
member for Collie spoke as follows:—
May I say that I agree generally
with the contents of that letter, and as
the Advisory Board have advised that
the line from Brookton te Kunjinn
should be eonstructed at an early date,
I see no reason why deviations should
be put forward to meet the Kunjinn
people at the present time. If there
was a streight line built it would save
10 or 12 miles of railway, and 10 or
12 miles is a large item, and it is also
a big item in the question of freights
for coal or timber for the fields.
I am afraid it will be a long time before
the question of the ceal supply for the
Bullfineh proposition will ever be a mat-
ter for much consideration by this House
or even the State. The member for Collie
went on to say, “When the Bill is in Com-
mittee it is my intention to move an
amendment with regard to the deviation.”
The member for Coolgardie also made
some reference, practically a general en-
dorsement of the remarks of the member
for Collic. The member for Collie stated
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that he was going to make some amend-
ments in Committee as he considered the
exigencies of the case warranted. The
Rill then went into Committee within a
few minuies of the time the member for
Collie had made his speech, and in Com-
miftee on the Schedule, the member for
Collie agked the Minister whether he in-
tended to take full advantage of the ten
miles’ deviation, or whether be would at-
temipl to remove the twist from the route.
That was all the member for Cellie said
in Committee after declaring on the see-
ond reading that it was his intention to
mave an amendment with regard fo the
deviation. The Minister for Works speak-
ing in reply on the second reading endea-
voured tr make it clear that he desired
to straighten up the line as far as pos-
sible. If there is going te he any opposi-
tion to the remarks I am making, I re-
gret that the Minister for Works con-
siders this matter of such little import-
ance that he does not think it neeeéssary
to be present. As I have stated, numer-
ous deputations from time to time waited
upon the Minister for Works after the
passage of the Bill. On the 29th Angust
Inst the present Minister for Works
joined a deputation, and one of the
speakers there stated that the Kuminin
people were trying to get it where the
Advisory Board recommended. They did
not mind on which side of the lake it was
taken. In reply to that deputation Mr.
Daglish informed them as to the probable
route that the line would take, and con-
firmed the wishes of that deputation by
practieally assuring them that the Advis-
ory Board’s route wounld be the one ad-
hered to. The next deputation is one that
took place sinee the present Minister en-
tered on his duties. In reply to varions
remarks, the Minister, Mr. Johnson,
stated that the Government recognised
that there was a larze area of first-class
wheat-growing land in the loeality where
the line was asked for. He said he knew
the country snrronnding Kuminin very
well and it was some of the finest in the
State, and he was exceedingly sorry that
there had been so much trouble over the
railway.  However, he had decided to
build the line as early as possible from
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Quairading to Nunagin, and he was going
to <lo it deparimenially. 1t was also pro-
posed fo bnild the line from Wickepin, or
the first section of if, to a point in Kur-
renkutten, and also the first section of
the Yillimining route from Wickepin to
Kulinn, but the terminal point had not
been fixed, The Minister’s reply to the
deputation gave them satisfaction. I was
present at that deputation, and it is only
necessary for me to say that I lef} the
Minigter with those ideas impressed npon
my mind. A few days later some refer-
ence to this question was made in the
newspapers, and afterwards the Minister
stated thai there had been some mistake.
1 have rot with e the copy of the
letter the Minister wrote, There also ap-
pearved in the Swunday Times, at abou:
that time, a letter from a seltler in that
loeality, and a portion of the letter
stated—
The present Minister for Works told
a deputation from Emu Hill that the
Government intended to build the line
te a point in Kurrenkutten before they
decided whieh route they would follow,
hut we do not know when they intend
to start. 'We eannot go on earting 50
and GO miles for ever; it wastes too
much time.”
The answer given by the Sundey Times—
and where they got their information
from I do not know—was as follows:—
It is always a pleasure fo publizh
such sensible letters as this, but there is
very little to answer in it. The Min-
ister’s promise was definite enough that
the line would be built to Kurrenkutten
right away, and there is no reason to
think that the promise will be broken.
The Minister for Works: You know
well that the Minister did not say that.
Me. MONGER: I am sorry for that
interjection, but I see no note on this file:
that the Minister objects to {his. I ve-
member the Minister writing to the paper,.
and I do remember the conversation in
which he said that a mistake had been
made. If there was a mistake in ihe
report on the part of the typist, or on
the part of the shorthand-writer who was.
present, I think before the Minister sent
his reply to the paper, he must have gone
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through this report, and I think he would
have made some note of it. T do not waat
fo throw the slightest doubl oun anything
that the Minister has wrilten or said, but
I think I am right in saying it is strange,
notwithstanding the Minister's leiter fo
the Press, lhat ilere is not some memo.
on this file wilh regard to the copy of
the notes of the deputation. I admit {hat
a conversafion did iake place beiween lhe
Minister and myself after the appearance
of the letter T have referred io in the
West Austrvalian. At that time I had
not seen the Sunday Times rveference. I
showed thiz to the Minister yesterday,
and he said “You know betler than that,
T told vou something to the eontrary be-
fore.” T see no remark al all eveuts on
the file pointing to that, and I must say
that it does appear strange to me that
the shorthand-writer who was present
when that depulation was received by the
Minister should have made so vital an
error which those wlo were present on
ihat deputation considered had been made,
because in the course of an interview the
next day a member of fhat depulaticon
practically stated what we see now on the
file. Subsequent to that the Minister seat
his denial to the West Australion. Bul
where did the Sunday 1imes get this in-
formation from? The reply I think is a
most generous one, and T am in aecord
with it. They stated “The Minister's
promise was definite enough that the line
would he built te Kurrenkutten straight
away.” Where did they get the informa-
tion from? Would they make a definite
statement of that sort without having
something of a reliable nature to back il
up? We have had examples durving the
past few weeks of gentlemen who, oceupy-
ing seats on the Ministerial benches, have
been led away; we have had one instauce
of a pitiable misunderstanding on the
part of one wha sils nn the Ministerial
side of the House. And whilst T am not
going to say that I have the slightest doubt
as to the Minister’s inlention, yet it does
seem sirange that wherever there is g vital
point whicl. may not be in accordance
with the desires of Ministers it is always
shown that a mistake has taken place in
that one vital point. If the shorthand
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reporter—iiot a shorthand veporter from
the Press, but a deparimental officer—if
the shorthand reporter misinterpreted the
Minister’s reply to the deputation the
Minister has my sympathy. 1 think hon.
members will agree wiih me that these
people who have gone out and setiled
under the representations made by the
previous Government, and on the strength
of a plan like this——

Mr. Lander: What is the use of the
plang

Mr. MONGER: Let the hon. member
keep quiet for a moment. I suppose
somebody has squared somebody else ‘o
issue this plan? T might mention that in
this locality there must be 200,000 acrss
of land, and I contend that the bulk of
the settlement has recently taken place on
the strength of plans of this kind having
been furnished by the Lands Department.
I am not here to say why the Lands De-
partment thought fit on or about the 25th
April last to issue a plan like this unless
it was the full iniention of the Govern-
ment te eavry out that line as soon as
practicable along the route recommended
by the Advisory Board. I have men-
tioned to hon, members the gist of the
only depulation received by the Minister;
I have menlioned as briefly as possible
what took wlace in Parliament on the
seeond reading of the Wickepin-Merredin
Railway Bill; T have referred briefly ie
the various promises made by the late
Minister for Works as to the route the
line wonld take, and T ask. hon. members
to consider the petition T have presented
and whieh, although eontaining only 82
sighatures, is representative of as fine a
l¥pe of back hlocks? seftler as one eould
wish to fall in with in any part of
Western Australin. When T was oul there
a few menths ago it was my pleasure to
come info contacl with a fot of younz
English settlers who have made that part
of Western Ausiralia their home. In the
course of conversation they said, “Yes, we
have siruck a bad season. We had hoperl
to get a liftle bit of hay to see us lhrough
next smmmer, but it secms we are not
zoing to get it. However, we have come
to Weslern Austrahia to make it our home,
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and we intend to make a success of it if
possible. We hope for better Inck next
season,” This is the iype of men down
there, men who have settled in the distriet
on the sirength of Ihe promises made by
ile late Government to give them railway
communicalion.  They ask in this peti-
lion that the route recommended by lhe
Advisory Board should be adhered ‘o.
And who constiluted the Advisory Board?
1 do not think any hon. member would
make the slightest aspersion against any
one of the gentlemen who signed Lhat ra-
port. T rvefer to Mr. W, Paterson, Pro-
fessor Lowrie, My, H. Johnston, and Mr.
John Muir. Could vou get a finer body
of men for the purpose of making a
recommentation as to the rouie of a rail-
wav? Notwilhstanding this there is in
circulation a rumour, there is a feeling
existing zmong these people oulside that
the present Minister for Works is going
to give instructions that the line is not te
be built in aceordance with the Advisory
Board’s veport, Why? Because when
the Bill was passing through Parlia-
ment lhere was a difference of opinion
as to the advisability of straightening
out the voute. I have explained the
reason why there was the slightest differ-
ence of opinion, and now T ask, do we for
one moment gousider that the question
of earrying Cullie coal over this railway
deserves Lhe slightest eonsideration at the
hands of any section of the eommunity?
Do we for one moment antieipate Chat
Collie fuel will he neeessarv for the re-
quirements of the Eastern Goldfields 7 T
have nothing to say against Collie eoal ;
I would like to see hundreds of thousands
of tons of it being used throughout West-
ern Australia. But what I contend is
that the points raised by those in opposi-
tion last session were based on the desive
to assist this Collie coal industry. 1 say,
and I think hon. members will agree with
me, that at the present moment we are not
taking that into consideration. The feel-
ing has gone out that the Minister in-
iends to deviate from the route recom-
mended by the Advisory Board, and I
ask those genllemen who sit on the Minis-
tevial side of the House whether it is fair
and reasonable that power should be
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given a Minister to alter a line of rail-
way already agreed to by Parhiament ¢

The Premier: Hear, hear. We have

been asking that for years.

Mr. MONGER: Do not inferjeet too
muoeeh.  Is it reasonable to think chat the
Minister ean give to the people of these
particalar loealities a better route. one
more in the interests af the people, one
more in the interests of Western Austra-
lia from an agrieultural railway stand-
point or anyv other standpoint—is it
rensonable to suppose thai the Minister
can, on his own inikaiive, say ‘I ean and
will selecl a better route than that sub-
mitted by the Advisory Board #'' lam
going to ask the House to support me in
protesting against any deviation of this
line from the route recommended by lhe
Advisory Board and sanctioned by
Parliament last session. Let the Minister
and his colleagnes decide upon men of the
stamp of William Paterson, John Muir,
and Harry Johnston to make the altera-
tions in the route if any alterations be
deemed necessary; then if these gentle-
wen say, ‘“The ecircumstances have
changed, the conditions in the locality
have changed, and notwithsianding our
earlier report we consider the ronte
should go in another direction,” T shall
be sutisfied. TF instend of taking the
whole onus, the whole responsibilities,.
and the whole of the odium on himseld
the Minister will vefer this matter back
to those gentleman who then constituted
the Advisory Board—with the exception
of Professor Lowrie who has, of course,.
left the State—I will abide by the de-
cision those gentlemen come to. And
I will go further and say that if it be
necessary to go back from the recomien-.
dations of the Advisory Board the ounly
thing which any person oceupying a high
and honourable Ministerial position ean
do under the cireumstances is to say “I
shall refer the matter to an independent
outside body of men in whom not only
I but the eountry generally have confi-
dence.” In order to be absolutely formal
in aceord with the request that eonsidera-
tion be given to this petition, I have for--
mally to move that a select committee
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be appuinted to consider the route of the
Wickepin-Mervedin railway, and in doing
so 1 ask Ministers and members to sup-
port the route and recommendation of
the Advisory Board. and if they eannot
send the Advisory Board back again, T
ask them teo state the veasons why any
alteration shounld be made.

Mr, FRANK WILSON (Sussex): 1
think the House will readily understand
that the only trouble in ronuneetion with
this matter of the Wickepin-Merredin
Railway is that the Alimister for Works
feels himself bound to some extent by a
promise that was given by his predecessor
when the Bill to authorise the construetion
of the railway was in Committee in this
Chamber. T am nuite sure that the Mini-
ster for Works is wishful of constructing
the line on a route that will serve the
best interests of ihe greatest number of
settlers in that loeality, and that le is
further wishful, T believe, lo construct
the railway in aeccordance with the ex-
press wish of Parliament, and 1 do nol
think that he or the Premier or any one
else desires 1o do other than mete oul
juslice 1o all coneerned. There is no wish
to show any favourilism (o any number
of settlers over others. We passed a Bill
during last session of IParliament aunthori-
sing 1he construction of a line from
Wickepin o Merredin, and we defived in
that Bill the route the line wonld follow.
The schedule of the Bill read as fol-
lows:—

Commencing al a point in the Wicke-
pin station yard on the Narrogin-
Wickepin  railway and proceeding
thenee in a generally north-easterly
direction for about 36 miles; thence in
a generally easterly direction for aboul
34 miles; and thenee in a generally
northerly direction for about 30 miles
and lerminating at a point in or near
the Merredin station yavd on the Nor-
tham-Southern Cross railway as more
partieularly delineated and coloured
red on the map marked P.W.D., W.A,
15285.

I admit that ever since the Bill was
passed, in view of {he promise given by
the then Minister for Works, there has
been some little doubt as to where that
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line should run, and the consequence has
heen that several surveys have been made
—the Minister tells me that five have been
made—in order that the then Minister
for Works might eome to a correct con-
clusion with regaid (o the route and wilh
regard to the promise he made to Parlia-
ment when the Bill was heing passed,
Now, let us look into this promise. In
January, 1911, wlhen the Bill was being
adopted, Mr. A. A. Wilson, the member
for Collie, asked that the line should be
straightened ont. He quoted Mr. John
Ewing’s letter, which appearved in the
Press, a letter which eclearly set forth
that the line should be straightened out
beiween Wickepin and a point 40 miles
south of Merredin somewhere in the vie-
iniiy of Emun Hill. The words used by
Mr. Wilson bear this out clearly. He
wished to have the weslerly curve
straightened out, The curve the Minister
for Works is taking exception to is the
curve to the east of the proposed route
he thinks it oughl 10 follow. Mr. A. A.
Wilson was not making any reference to
the carve which the Minister for Works
thinks is the one that needs to be straighi-
ened ouf. Alr. A, A, Wiison asked,
“Would ihe Minister state whether he
intended to take full advantage of the
ten miles deviation or whether on the other
hand  he would attempt lo remove the
{wist from the route.” He said “twist,”
not “iwists.” The Minister in replying
evidently understood which {wist was re-
ferred to, for he said he had endeavoured
to make it clear that he desired to
straighten out the line as far as possible.
He agreed that Kunjin would he well
served by the construetion of the pro-.
posed line from Brookton to that place.
Mr. A. A. Wilson had used that as an
argument alsp, that the line was going
from Brookton to Iunjin, and conse-
quently there would not be mueh neces-
sity for (be curve to the westward about
Kunjin on the route under consideration,
That was the gist of the whole thing.
The people of Kunjin were considered,
even if the line were carried to the east
of Kunjin instead of tapping it as was
first considered. That being so, T think
it is necessary to put the wmatter cleavly:
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before the Minister for Works and he
will agree, especially if he inquires care-
fully into the maiter, that in the hest
intevests of the greatest majority of the
settlers in that distriet the line ought to
be carried in as straight o line as possible
from Wickepin to a point somewhere 40
miles south of Merredin, I remember
during my absence in the Old Country
this matter was brought before Cabinet
and fully eonsidered. There is a Cabinet
minute on the file sighed by the Acting
Premier, Mr. Gregory, and I presume
that the late Minister for Works was
present on thai oeccasion and desired to
get definite instructions from Cabinet in
recard to the matter, That minate gave
definite instruction in language which is
unmistakeable thal the survey shonld be
made in a due southerly direction from
Mervedin 40 miles, and then that it should
go in a south-westerly dirvection to Wicke-
pin. That is all that the petitioners wish
to see carried oui. The Minister for
Works has courteously promised to cairry
the line a certain distance in this diree-
tion; but then he stops and says he will
then further consider where the route is
to go; and his present feeling. T think,
is that the railway shonld he earried some
considerable distance to the west of the
salt lake country instead of to the east
of it. That is where the difference of
opinion comes in.
earried some miles Lo the west of these
salt Iakes then the whole of settlers, num-
hering. I helieve, 200. to the eastward
of these lakes and extending back some
50 or GO miles will have to cart their pro-
duce acrosz the lakes to strike the rail-
way, It might be arzued that the same
will apply. if the line be construeted to
the east, so far as the settlers on the west
side of the Iakes are concerned; but when
it is vemembered that we are nlrendy
pledged to and are econstructing a rail-
way from Quairading to junetion with
the Wickepin-Merredin vailway to the
north of this distriet, and that we are
already pledged to econstruet a railway
from Hrookton through TKunjin fo
junction  with  the Wiekepin-Merradin
railway to the south of this portion of
the distrief, it will easily be seen that any

Tf the line is to he,
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settlers to the west of these salt lakes are
well served by the two railways to be con-
structed to the north and south of them,
and that none of them will be further
away from a railway than 10 or 12 miles.
If that iz so, then T think we are justi-
fied in asking the Minister for Works to
pledge himself, at any rate, to carry this
railway te Kurrenkutten and then round
the eastern side of the salt lake country
in order thai the settlers far to the east
of that salt lake country may have the
advantage of getiing raliway facilities,
withont having to go across the salt lakes,
whieh are impassable in wet weather, or
having to go north or south to get around
those salt lakes, The argument may be
adduced that in doing this we ave serving
one or two considerable landlords. T
know a certain amount of suspicion is
east on the project because of the fact
that Mr, Hedaes, a member of the House
of Representatives, has a large holding to
the east of this salt lake eountry; but I
want to point out it is not Mr. Hedges
only, but his brothers, and numerous mem-
bers of Lis family, who have taken ad-
joining bloeks in that neighbourhood, and
they have spent a very large sum of
meney in developing and improving Lheir
land—T think it runs into something like
£25,000, Lhe expenditure up to the present
time. T know he (old me on one oeceasion
that he had 80 men employed in clearing
and prepaving the land for cultivation, I
hope the House will agree with me that
a person like that is to be encouraged.
These are the sort of men we want to
open up the back blocks, men who have
the capital, and better still men who have
the inelination lo invest it in work of this
deseription. So far as T am concerned,
provided it is not injuring others, who
may have equal elaims, notwithstanding
they do not hold anything like the same
area of land, T am always prepared to
assist men of this deseription who are
putting their money inio our lands, and
bringing forth the wealth of the land for
the benefit of the whole country. I hope
some notice will be taken by the Minister
of the plan which the member for York
has placed before the Fouse, and I would
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remind hon, members that this plan was
issned on the 25th April, 1911, several
months subsequent {o the passage of the
Bill, therefore it cannot be argued that
the promise in Parliament was given sub-
sequent te the issue of the plan. The
plan was issued hy the department, and
it showed the vroute exactly as the member
for York has described it. The low lying
land duwe nporth-east from Wickepin
through ISurrenkutten savound the east
side of the zalt lake, and thence north-
erly to Alevredin, was sold as shown on
this plan al very fair prices as far as
the Government were conecrined, and al-
though 1 believe every scttler has gok
full value for his invesiment, and will re-
ceive full value for the price he had to
pay. [ do not think we can burke fhe
pogition that the selections were taken np
in good faith that the railway line would
run approximately, as shown on Ihe loeal-
ity plan. 1T would not have thought so
much about the proposed deviation had it
not been for the extensive salt lakes, that
is the bar. Tf we are to cut off a large
number of seleciors who have selected
land for a great distance throngh this
country, extending eastwards—they tell
rae. G0 miles—if we are to cot them off
from railway eommunication hy making
them ecross ihe salt lakes, which are im-
passable in the winter months of the year
we shall be doing a great injustice to these
settlers. Apart from thalt we shall be
acting detrimenially to the besi interests
of the State, becanse after all is said and
done, if we are fo make our Siafte pros-
perous it will he agreed by all that we
must endenvour to make our setilers pros-
perous first. T.et me say in eonclusion I
am satisfied the Dlinister for Works, from
the conversation T had with him yester-
day, is desirons of serving the hest in-
terests of the State and Ihe zreatest num-
ber of settlers, All T ask him io do, is if
he has anv doubt as to the course he
ouzht to puraue, then to refer this maiter
to a small select eommitlee, converting
the =elect eommiliee inlo a Rayal Com-
mission wilhout fees alter Parliament is
prorogued, and let them go fully info {he
question, lake evidenece and report to him;
or if, on the other hand, he does not carve
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to take that posifion T ask him, as the
member for York asked him, to refer the
matter back to the Advisory Board. Let
them once again consider the question,
ne matter what may be spent over sur-
veys, never mind if there have been mis-
takes in the past, which are conceded by
the member who asked the guestion in the
House during the second reading debate
or Comunittee stage last session, or by
the then Minister for Works, it matters
not, never mind thal, Let us try and get
at (he irue position as we find it to-day.
The Minister may be satisfied in the course
he is adopting that he is doing the best
in the inlerests of the communiiy at
large and doing an injustice to none.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS (Hon,
W. D. Johnson): T am not convineed
that there is any need for further in-
quiry as far as the Advisory Board i~
concerned in connection with this pro-
pused railway. Neither do I propose tak-
ing up mueh time of the House in going
into the details of this mueh debaled ques-
tion, but T want to lay this down as my
guide, thai Parliament is the place to in-
struet and decide. The member for York
refers to the report of the Advisory Board
eulogises, and justly so, these department-
al officers personally, and commends them
for their report. Bnl the member for
York failed te point out that Parliament
disearded that veport, and wonld not ad-
opt the report suhimitted hy the Advisory
Board.

My. Frank Wilson: Tt is in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Advisory Board’s report was in the Bill
and on the plan submitted to Parliament,
but it was bhecause Parliament did not
litke the Bill and the plan snggested by
the Advisory DBoard that Parliament
called on the Governmeni to alfer the
roule. I need not do more (han state that
the Minister himself did. After he had
eiven the report to Pavliament, this was
in Janunry, a very shorl lune after the
Bill was passed, when all the cireim-
stances were fresh in Lhe mind of the
Minister (JMr. Daglish), a deputaiion
waited on Mr, Daclish, representative of
those in whose inleresls the member for
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York is bringing forward the motion.
Those ave the people on the east side of
the ronte as surveyed by the departmental
surveyors,  According to instructions
originally given that line had to be sent
as straight as possible between the two
points. When the deputation waited on
Mr. Daglish, he said—

I wish to say that al present I can-
not add anything to what I have said
to Parliament, A definite statement was
made hy me in the House that the fivst
object of ihe Government wonld be to
et a 1-in-80 grade in this line, and at
the same rime, while serving the greatest
possible nuwber of people and the
greatest area of good land, the line
would be made as reasonably direct as
possible. 1 de not know that at pre-
sent it would be possible to say more.
I need hardly tell you that my assur-
ance to Parliament must be earried out,
and I am not now in a position fo say
to what extent that assurance would in
any given mstance affect the interesls
of the people of Kuminin. T may say
that the representations made in Parlia-
ment in favour of some reduction in
these curves were very slrong. and (hat
the promise I gave was one that was
very much welcomed by the members of
the Lewislative Assembly. Of ecourse
you will understand thai i is impos-
sible on a land plan to indicaie pre-
cisely where a railway will rmn.

The Minister had previous to that in-
structed the surveyors to survey the route
in accordance with the promise given to
Parliament, and the surveyors were snr-
veying at this time and they were going,
as he promised Parliament it should go,
direct from Wickepin to Merredin, but
the agitdtion was started, and although
there is much on the file in the way of
petitions and letters, and representations
to the Minister, it is not until Angust
that he starts to make an alteration in
those opinions. In August the selfsame
Mr. McGibbon, this time with Mr. Hedges
and others, to whom he had previously
conveyed his decision that he would earry
out what he said to Parliament, waited
on him, and he then said—
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He conld easily understand the diffi-
enlties they felt they were labouring
under in regard to this matter. He
wrote to Mr. Me¢Gibbon (as stated by
him} some time ago, and it was his
intention, and is his intention that the
contents of that letter shall be carried
out,

T cannot find a copy of the letter on the
file. The Minister’s reply goes on—
That is approximately, allowing for a
litile straightening of the line as shown
on the plans submitted: by the Advisory
Board.
That little straightening has been causing
all the diffieulty ever since. He started
doing a little siraightening, farmers ecom-
plained, and then he did a little further
straightening in another way, and he
went on until he got five surveys out.
When 1 became Minister I simply
stopped all the surveys, I think one of
the first things I did as Minister was fo
ring up the Engineer-in-Chief to stop
the surveys. I afterwards wrote as fol-
lows :—

I have already verbally instrueted
the Engineer-in-Chief to stop all sur-
veys between Merredin and Kurren-
kutten and to complete the Quairading-
Nunajin line survey.

There was no difference of opinion up to
that point, but where he turned around
to go into Kurrenkntten the differences
of opinion started. T told the engineer
to stop from then and complete the sur-
vey of the Quairading-Nunajin line. I
wrote—

It is to be deplored that so much
money has been expended, one counld
say wasted on the survey of this line,
and I wonld like to read the instrue-
tions given for the various alterations
made in the survey. If the instrue-
tions are on this file, kindly tab them;
if they are not, please have them at-
tached. Also please let me know
original estimated eost of survey and
the actnal eost np to date. The stop-
page is purely to give me an oppor-
tunity to look inte this matter.

Then I got his reply as follows 1~

I put up herewith the original cen-

tre line plan that was submitted to the



1400

House for the Wickepin-Merredin rail-
way, and which is the line that was re-
commended by the Advisory Board.
The survey of the line was commenced
in August, 1910, and after we had been
at work until Janunary, 1911, and had
completed about 50 miles, instruetions
were issued by Hon. Minister to as far
as possible sfraighten up the line,
Mr. Frank Wilson: How far had it
gone then? .
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: About
50 miles. He continued—

- This was in accordance with the pro-
mise made in Parliament that so far as
engineeving considerations would al-
low, the line would be made a direct
one between Wickepin and Merredin.
This followed on a letter by Mr. John
Bwing which appeared in the West
Australign on the 16th Janwary, 1911
The straightening up of this line
started from about 27 miles from
1Vickepin. After completing upwards
of 60 miles on the new route, instrue-
tions were again issued in May for the
line to be taken easterly so as to tap
Kwrrenkutten, the line to then go in
a straight line from Kuorrenkuften to
Merredin. The survey was then com-
pleted up to Merredin.

Evidenily in May they started to bend the
line. The straightening started 27 miles
from Wickepin, and they then made a
bee line for Merredin. Then in May
evidently an alteration was made, The
under seeretary eontinues—
On 24th Angust, 1911, a deputation was
received, introduced by Mr. Monger,
MI.A., at which were present Mr.
Hedges, M.H.R., Mr. Brown, M.L.A.,
and Mr. MeGibbon, and others inter-
ested in the railway. The Minisier ad-
vised the deputation “that Cabinet con-
firms the decision allowing for a little
straightening of the line as shown on
the plans submitted by the Advisory
Board,” and instruetions were given
that a snrvey should proeeed almost
due south of Merredin for a distance
of about 40 miles, then tuzning sonth-
west fo join the original survey. This
was confirmed by the Hon. Acting Pre-
mier in his minute dated 27th July last.
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On Tth September a conference was

held between the Hon. Minister for

Works, the Minister for Lands, and

Mr. Stoddart, Assistant Inspector En-

gineering Surveys, who was instructed

to take an intermediate course betwween
the direet south line and the original
survey. The length of this line is ap-
prosimately 120 miles from Wiekepin
to Merredin. The original estimate for
the survey was £2,500. Up to the pre-
sent vouchers have been received for
£2,977, and it is anticipated that it will
require another £400 to meet outstand-
ing liabilities.
Then 1 simply wrote a minute, “We have
spent about £1,000 over the estimate
and have noi got a survey yet” The
swrvey had cost an enormouns amount of
money, and the whole expenditure was
caused by the fact that the Minister had
not carvied out the promise he gave to
Parliament to straighten the line.  The
member for York states that the line
should be taken round in accordance with
the plan marked by the Lands Depart-
ment, but he forgets that others have got
iand on the other side on a plan marked
with a different railway route.

Myr. Monger: The Minister eannot show
a plan such as he speaks of.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.
must resume his seat,

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: Apart
from the plans altogether, it will be clear
{o members that if we take the line five
or six miles westward we will be taking
it away from the people to the east. The
whole of this area is populated.

Mr. Frank Wilson: They would be
served hy the other lines.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
will not be served by the Quairading
or Brookton-Kunjin lines. There is a
bigr area between them.

My, Frank Wilson: There is only 30
miles between tliem.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Are
these people to eart for 15 miles and Mr.
Hedges to have a railway at his back
door?

Mr. Monger: On a point of order. In
the pefition I have presented the name

member
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of Mr. Hedges, or any member of his
syndicate, is not mentioned.

The Minister for Lands: Is the hon.
member in order in making speeches by
way of interjection?

Mr. SPEAKER:
not in order. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Wherever we pur this line. somehody is
certain to be 12% miles from it, and the
question is whether we should build it
on the route promised by Parliament and
cavry (he line to the east, or whether it
is to be cavried westward, and the people
to the east ave to ba deprived of it. The
only instruetion I have as Minister is the
instruetion given by Parliament, and I
am going to take that instruction given
throungh my predecessor, Mr. Daglish.
Moreover, I am going to take the in-
struction, not as interpreted by the
member for York or by the leader of
the Opposition, but as interpreted by
Mvr. Daglish himself. When he gave a
promise Lo Parliament he immediately
afterwards gave his instruection io the
engineers. Those engineers were instrue-
ted, after Parliament had expressed its
wish, to go as direet as possible to get
a line with o one in 80 grade between
Wickepin and Merredin. The survey was
commenced, and after geiting a certain
distance on the straighi line as promised
hy Parliament:

The hon. member is

Mr. Monger: Wiil yon show that pro-
misp was given?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have already read the reply miven (o Mr.
MeGibbon and others by the Minister
himselt. The position is that T am going
to carry out what was promised by Par-
liament, namely, that the line wonld he
straightened as far as possible.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Tf it 15 wrong yon
will nof do it, will you?

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS:
Parliament said that it was righi, and
the Giovernment of the day have said that
they are going to make in¢uirtes to see if
there is anything wrong with the direet
roule. The engineers say there is nothing
wrong. but I have promised {o go ilwough
the disirict and meet the people, and see
if there is any justification fur altering
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what was promised by Parliament,
namely, a straight line between Wickepin
and Merredin, A deputalion from Emu
Hill waited on me and I replied that
I was going to constrnet the line to the
point at-which the difference of opinion
avese as lo its ultimate direction. I said
that I would take the line towards Kuv-
renkutten, but the shorihand notes said to
[Surrenkutten; that was wrong. The
Press representatives were not there, and
they obtained their report from the short-
band notes, and it appeared in the Press
that ihe line would go to Kurrenkutten,
When I read that in the Press, I made
a statement correcting it. I want to
show how unfair the members of the
deputation weve in regard to my reply.
They knew perfectly well that I said to-
wards Kuorrenkntien, becanse I took the
plan down and marked the spot at which
the line would stop, but hecause the re-
port appeaved in the newspaper that the
line would go to Kurrenkurlen, they have
been hammering at it ever rince and try-
ing to make ont that I would take it into
Kurrenkutten, Even if my statement was
wrong they had the map, and on the map
T showed exactly where 1 proposed to
lake the line, and from whieh point I
was making inguiries as to the ultimate
route. There is 1o need for Parliament
to consider this matter any further. A
definite promise was given by Parliament,
and the late Minister had given definite
instructions to the engineers to straighten
the line. T take ihai o be the wish of
Parliament, and as far as practicable it
will be carried out,

Mr, McDOWALL (Coolgardie) : T have
occasion to vividly rememher the Wicke-
pin-Merredin railway line.  When ihe
maiier was hefore the Touse last session
I spoke ouly a few sentences. but those
sentences were o pregnant with meaning,
according 1o {he opinion of some of my
coushituents, that at the last election the
only thing they eould find fo bring up
against me was my speech on that occa-
ston. T was supporting the member for
Collie in having the line straightened as
much as possible, and my words were—

When a line can be cons{ructed which
will serve the agricultural distriets and
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also supply fuel to the geldfields, this

dual purpose should be taken into con-

sideration,
My opponeni went to the expense of hav-
ing a special article published in the Sun-
day Sun and a thousand issues of it dis-
tributed amongst the Wurrawang wood-
culters mn my constituencey. to prove that
I was unirue to the canse of labour, in-
asmuch as I advoeated the coustruefion
of this line for the convevance of fue! to
the goldfields during any strike.  Not-
withstanding the abswedity of talking
about building a line within a week or two
to inlerfere with a strike, and notwith-
standing the interjection made hy the
present Minister for Lands on that ocen-
sion, it was published in every direction
that I advoeated ihis line for the purpose
of bringing cheap fuel to the goldfields.
In those cireumstances I have had oceca-
sion to very seriously consider the matter.
1¥hen I spoke in conneciton with this pro-
jeet last January I was unaware that M,
Hedges had property there; in Ffaet, I
have heard that for the first time this
afternoon. However, T am nof inferested
in who owns property there; that has
nothing to do wilh the question so far as
I am concerned. The broad prineiple
with me is that the Wickepin-Merredin
line is largely intended {0 be a main trunk
line.

Mr. Heilmann: Purely agrienltwral; it
can never he anything else.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The member for
Cue is an authority on mest qnestions,
especially health, but when it comes to
a quesiion of this being only an agricul-
tural raihway, I ask him why were 60lb.
rails ordered for it?

Mr. Heilmann: Ti is a,waste of money.

M, MeDOWALL:

member’s opinion.
Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, MeDOWATLL: Realising its im-
poriance as a trunk line. T supporied its
heing shortened as much as possible, Tt
is a remarkable thing that the leader of
the Opposition and the member for York
have hoth overlooked the introduriory re-
marks in connecilon with this matter. Mr.

That is the hon.
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A. A, Wilson’s speech was extremely
brief.

Mr. Mpnger: He read Mr. Ewing’s
letter.

Mr, McDOWALL: He only read il in
order 1o show My, Ewing’s opinion; he
did nof say that le agreed with it.

My, Monger: He did.

Mr. MeDOWALL: He only said that
he largely or generally agreed with it.
1f we were to eonfine the request to the
extent the hon. member said, I would
bring Iansard to show that the late
Minister for \Works promised the line.
I would not ndvise the hon. member to
stick to that line of argument. The hon,
member, speaking on the second reading
of the Bill, actually said—

T notice on looking at the plan that

there are certain lwists in the line, and

if it is intended to make n connection
between the goldfields and the coalfields
it is essential that the twists shonld be
taken out
Then the hon. memer went on {o quote
My, Ewing’s letier, with which I bave
nothing to do. Tt is only the opinion of
Mr. Ewing, and does not hear on this par-
tienlar question. After reading that let-
ter, the member for Collie ¢ontinued—
May I say that I agree generally with
the contents of that letter. And as the
advisory hoard have advised that the
line from Brookton to Kunjinu shounld
be constructed at an early date, T see
no reason why deviations shonld bhe pnt
forward to meet the Wuniinn peonle at
the present time.
Does the member for York consider that
meets with the views expressed in the
letter? Then the member for Collie con-
tinnes—
If there was a straighi line built. it
wonld save 10 or 12 miles of railway,
and 10 or 12 miles is a large ifem, and
it is also a big ifem in the nuesiion of
freights for coal or timber for the
fields.
I could go further on, bui ii is immaierial.
The memher for Williams also advocated
the direct line. Then the Minister for
Works spoke on the question, and T think
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‘bis vemarks are cerfainly to the point. He

said—
I desire to say that the plan submitied
is a plan prepared by the advisory
board, and is of course subject to sur-
vey, and therefore there may be a cer-
tain amount of deviation. TIn tlis case
10 miles’ deviation is provided for. The
Government recognise the desirability
of, as far as possible, straightening up
the line as hon. members desire—

The desire that was expressed by hon.
members at that pariicular period—the
«desire of hon. members that eaused them,
after the explanation of the Minister, to
vote for the construction of the line. The

Minister went on—

The Government themselves desired to
make it as short as it reasonably ean
be made——

He is speaking for the Government; he

does not take it on himself—
but the first object in making the
snrvey will be to find, if possible, a
1 in 80 grade. That must he the first
consideration in order to have cheap
working, and if that eonsideration ean
be met while taking a more direet route
than that marked on the plan, the more
direet ronte will be adopted.

Not “may,” but “will” be adopted.
Sinee intreducing the Bill T have made
inquiries in regard to the saving in
length to be effected by laying down an
approximately straight line. The total
saving as compared with the line on
the plan submitted would be approxi-
mately eight miles, and therefore the
length of line would he reduced from
120 to 112 miles. This, of eourse, would
represent not only a saving in freight to
the producers, whether of fuel or agri-
caltural produets, but would represent a
saving in working exnpenses to the Rail-
way Department and would be of great
advantage, espeecially when it is econ-
sidered that it wonld further reduce the
distance between the goldfields and, re-
spectively, Albany, Bunbnry, and Col-
lie. TIf this direct route can be adopted
the total saving in distance hetween
Metredin and, respeetively, Alhany,
Collie, and Bunbury would be about 71
miles. The total saving in distance be-
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tween those places on the ronie sub-
mitted by the advisory board would be
about 63 miles. The saving in cost if
Alis direct route is proved practicable
would represent somewhere about
£12,000.
That is practically what the Minister for
Works explained. It shows distinetly and
emphatieally that it was the inlention of
the Ciovernmeni to run that line as
directly across to the goldfields line as
possible. In Committee the Minister for
Works made these remarks in reply to the
second reading debate, that he had endeav-
oured to make il clear that he desirved to
straighten out the line as far as possible.
It is emphatic from every point of view
that if wwas decided in the last Parliament
that the line should be made to run as
directly as possible to the goldfields line.
The leader of the Opposition states that
no promise of that kind was made. After
looking through Hensard everyone must
vealise that that was the intention of the
last Ministry, and it seems to me remark-
able that the leader of the Opposition
should now endeavour to deviate absolutely
from what was the intention of his Gov-
ernment at that particular peried. I
maintain that the file shows lamentable
vacillation in eonnection with the matter,
and that the Government were just on a
pivot, one might say. When T was at-
tacked on this question in econnection with
the last general elections T pointed out ex-
actly what T had done, and before one of
the largest andiences in Coolgardie T
stated that under similar cireumstances I
would do exactly as T had done on the
previous occasion. I was returned and
T can only assome that my constituents
were satisfled with my action. T have not
personal acquaintance with this territory
or the people there, but I desire to say
that I sincerely hope that eonsidering this
is practically a main trunk line with 601b.
rails, and that eventually it will be asso-
ciated with the goldfields, it should be
made as straight as possible.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): I do
not think this is a question that vequires
very much consideration. We have only
to take the opinion of the past Govern-
ment, and what has been outlined from
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Hansard, and we find that there is only
one course lo follow., We must take the
course which was decided npon, and which
is recorded in Hansard, and that is (o run
the line direct from Wickepin to Merre-
din, When this line was under discus-
sion many plans were placed before the
people, so as to give ihem an oppertunity
of taking up land, and many selected land
in close proximity to the route whieh it
was Lhough{ wounld be decided upon. Since
then, however, there have heen no fewer
than five surveys made. So far as I am
concerned, 1 shall give my support to-
wards getting the inferesis of these set-
tlers properly served.

Mr, . B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin): The people of the Great South-
ern districts learnt with pleasure when the
Wickepin-Merrvedin ling was projecled
that the Government were going to build
that important railway along the shortest
possible voute. It is a (runk line and,
whilsl it is being lo seme the people he-
tween Wickepin and Narvogin, it will alse
be largely used for the econveyance of
wonds and produce from the coast to the
goldfields. Moreover, 3t will be an jm-
portant factor in the direction of short-
ening the distance bhelween ilie goldfields
and the ports of Albany, Bunbury, and
Busseltou. Of course the Government are
running the Yillimining line 25 miles due
east of this line, so that all settlers in that
disiriet will be within 12% miles of a
railway.

Mr. Monger: Do von disazvee with
the Advicory Board’s report?

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: T do. T be-
lieve in straighfening out the line. The
hon. member who interjected disagreed
with the majority of the report of that
board a few days ago when he voled
against the construction of ihe Esperance
railway. Referenece has been made to
serving Lhe interests of an individual
named Hedges. and T hope this Govern-
ment will not take thal wealthy man’s
wishee into consideration. The erowded
state of the henches on this side of the
House, and the fact that a change of
Government took place, was a direct in-
dication of the people’s wishes that less
consideration than has been shown in the
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past should be paid (o the desires of peo-
ple of the Hedges' type. A remavk has
been made concerning ihe promise given
by Mr. Daglish, and I see that on the
file, under date of 2Ist January, My, Dag-
lish wrote the following minate :—
When dealing with the Wiekepin-
Merredin line.in Parliament I promised
that so far as it was possible, having
due regnrd to engineering difficullies,
I would instruet the survevers lo
slraighten up this line, and to make it
a direct comneciion between the two
lermini. T informed the House that the
first consideralion would be the getting
of a favourable grade (1 in 80, if pos-
gible), and the next the securing of a
line representing the shortest distanece
between the two points. Please instruct
the Engineer-in-Chief aecordingly.
Thal was the promise under whick the
Biil was anthorised by Parliament and I
hope Lhat the Governmsent will not depart
from that understanding wilthout the ui-
most possible consideralion. This line is
woing to he a very important one in tak-
iny predoce Lo the goldfields.
My, Heitmann: What kind of preduce?
Mr. K. B, JOONSTON: Everything
that the people of the goldlields eat. in
the farming distriets of the Great South-
ern we can praduce Hour, which already
goes from those districts to the goldfields
at ke present time. Then we ean zend
np fruil and all sorts of things.
Myr. Heitmann: The main product will
be wheat along the whole of this line.
Mr. E. B, JOONSTON: At any rate
this line will effect a saving of 71 miles
between the goidfields and our southern
coastal distriets, and I hope the Govern-
ment will keep to the shortest possible
route, and not take that which, while pos-
sessing the advaniage of serving a gen-
tleman like Mr. Hedges, will reduce the
saving in distance to 63 miles—unless in-
deed there are very grave reasons for
taking this eourse which have not hitherto
been adduced. A plan has been produced
during the debate to-day, showing the
railway as surveyed. I am pleased to
see that members on that side take some
notice of official plans 1ssued by the
Lands Department. The other night I



produced an official plan from the Lands
Department showing a permanent survey
of the Esperamce railway put down in
1902, and yet those hon. members who
to-day bring forward a plan as a reason
why a departure should be made from the
eourse resolved upon by the Government,
voted against the construction of the line
permanently surveyed in 1902 and shown
on the plan of the Lands Department. I
hope, if possible, the Government will
stick to their intention in regard to the
Wickepin-Merredin railway and build it
on the ronte 112 miles long, instead of
the ronte of a length of 120 miles. At
any rate T intend to oppose the motion
for the select committee, on the grounds
that the Minister for Works has pro-
mised to visit $he distriet. The Minis-
ter’s idea is to see the railway builf in
such a way that it will serve as many of
the settlers as possible, and if reasons
can be adduced for altering the surveved
roufe T am suve the Minister will do what
is right. For my own part I shall be
very much disappointed if the Minister
decides to alter the route to one which
will impose an extra eight miles on the
people of the Great Southern visiting the
goldfields, and on the people of the gold-
fields visiting the ecoastal distriets, and
also on- the trade passing between the two
distriets,

Mr. MONGER (in reply) : I under-
stand from the Minister’s remarks that
it was his intention, before finally de-
ciding upon the route to recommend to
Cabinet, to pay a personal visit to the
distriet. Whas I right in understanding
this to be the intention of the Minister?

The Minister for Works : You have
taken the matter ont of my hands, and
vou will now put up with the consc-
quences,

Mr. MONGER : All rvight. When
referring lo the request contained in the
netition I took special care to make men-
tion of no names, to make no reference
to people who might have some Iltile
personal axe to grind. T was not sur-
prised to hear the member for Williams-
Narrogin, whe ean never make a kindly
speech, can never lose an opportunity

[21 Deceaeer, 1911.]

1405

of casting a nasiy aspersion at someone
—when a young fellow like that

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. MONGER : When the member
tor Williams-Narvogin holds himself up
as u greater, wiser authority than his
own respected father, what can be
thonght of him ?  The Minister for
Works has a property very near the ter-
winal peint of the Quairading-Nunaujin
railwny and in elose proximily to where-
ever this line is in go; whether il goes to
the east or to the west of Kurrenkutten
it is going to pass pretty close to the
Alinister’s holding. Gentlemen like the
Minister for Works do not as a rule
make very good settlers. We bave heard
Mr. Hedges and his partners eritieised
Ly the member for Williams-Narrogin.
Mr. Hedges has, T think, earried ouf the
conditions under which he took up land
in that Ioealily; he has spent his money
and if he ultimately makes a loss he is
not (e man to squeak. But the Minister
for Works has 1,000 aeres in that local-
ity, 160 acres of which is under home-
stead lease.

The Minister for Works : No it is not,
worse luck.

Mr. MONGER : Then it was. Until
I nsked a question in the House only
three or four days ago the proposition
owned by the Minister was held under
Seetion 55. I will take his assurance,
although ihe maps of the Lands Depart-
ment, and the Government Gazette show-
ing the rents paid, do not support him.
At all events, until T asked the question
with regard to his liolding Le was the
holder of a homestead bloek, although he
never complied with the residential con-
ditions.

The Minister for Works :
frue.

Mr. MONGER : Not with the con-
ditims requived by the Act. I will ad-
mit the hon. gentleman was up there oc-
casionally, and I say he is perfectly justi-
fiel in availing himself of any privil-
exes of the Act. What T objeet to is
other names heing mentioned in the
House in sueh a way that one would
think those gentlemen were undesirable

That is un-
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setilers, I say that the gentleman whose
hame has been hurled neross the Cham-
ber has proportionately done eonsider-
ably more good in the way of develop-
wental work in the easiern portion of
the York distrivt than has the Mimster
for Works.

The Mimster for Works : 1 do not
know whether he has done so propor-
tivuately.

Mr. MONGER: Yes, it is so.  The
lion. member holds a block there, and I
eompliment him on having heing gener-
ously dealt with by the late Government,
who sank a dam on his boundary.

The Minister for Works: On a point
of explanation., The dam was put down
before I selected, and I got my block
after going before the land board.

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyhow the discus-
sion has nothing to do with the motion.
While allowing the hon. member every
latitnde, T desire that he shall get back
fo the motion.

Mr. MONGER: When other names
were mentioned no notice was taken of
the digression.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a reflection
on the Chair. Other names were men-
tioned, certainly, but I have allowed the
hon, member latitnde in which to refute
anytbing said against Mr. Hedges. The
hon. member has spoken at some length
on the point, and T have given him more
latitude than was allowed to other hon.
members. I hope there will be no reflec-
tion npon my fairness.

Mr. MONGER: 1 apologise. Mr.
Hedges’” name was mentioned so fre-
quenfly that T thought T would be per-
feeily justified in giving an illustration
from the other standpoint. by pointing
to the assoeiations of the Minister for
Works with the land. Tn the conrse of
his reply the Minister distinetly referred
to the only reply given by him to a depu-
tation, and he has told the Honse this
afternoon that the reply as interpreted
by the shorthand writer conveyed a mean-
ing different from that which he intended.

The Minister for Works: He only
made a mistake of one word.

Mr. MONGER: It is strange that
whenever the present ocenpants nf the
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Ministerial benches make a reply to a
deputation, or a reply to a question, they
bave some sort of an excuse to offer. 1
have no desire to cast any reflection on
the Minister, but the file records that he
told the deputation the line would be
taken to a eertain point, where there was
no difference of opinion. A few days
afterwards one of the members of that
deputation had an interview with the
Press, and subsequently the Minister sent
to the Press a reply to that interview,
This afternoon he said the Press must
have had a look at the shorthand notes,
and so airrived at their conclusion. One
of the deputationisis waited on the Press,
and on the vepresentations made by that
member of the deputation, certain state-
ments appeared in the TRest Alustralian.
The Press never saw those notes to make
the remarks the Minister referred to;
they were the impressions left upon the
mind of that gentleman who formed one
of the deputation. And he thought thai
the DMinister did make that direet promise
as alleged in the official report recorded
on the file.

The Minister for Works: He could not
because he was shown the plans exaetly
where it was proposed to go, and he could
not have heen misled.

Mr. MONGER: But it was so imbued
in his mind that it was the actval reply
given hy the Minister that he went to the
Press and make the statement. T ask
the Minister—how did the Sunday Times
give the reply they did; did they go up
and look at the file; did they go to the
Minister and ask for information; id
they go to an officer in his department
and did the officer in the department give
the information? T contend thev got the
information from some reliable source.
Whe was it? If it was not the Minister
how conld they give the exact interpreta-
tion which wounld have been placed upon
the Minister's promise by myself? If I
had heen asked by anyone outside to say
what the Minister said, I would have
gald practically the same until after the
conversation T had with the Minister
when his contradiction appeared in the
Press. T ask the Minister in fairness to
all eoncerned fn send ont a centleman




conversant with the capabilities of the
country, not one to judge from the pro-
spects of the line conveying Collie coal
to the Yilgarn goldfields, buni one to
make a staternent on the prospects of
that part of ihe country from an agri-
eultural standpoint. 1 ask the Minister
in fairness to himself and in fairness to
his predecessor of a few months ago to
send a reliable and uninterested hoard
out to the loeality to report, and I ask
him to abide by the suggestions that may
emanate from such a body. He will be
absolutely unfair and have caunse to re-
gret it in the future if he earries out any
other line than the one laid down by the
Advisory Board, and whieh, with all due
respect (o members who have spoken
against the wishes I expressed in my
opening remarks, it was at all events the
desire and wish of the majority of Par-
linment to see carried out. T ask the
Minister and his colleagnes to give rea-
sonable consideration to the board’s re-
port and if it be the intention to deviate
from their recommendations to send an
uninterested and reliable party to report
and advise,

Question put and a divizion taken with
the following result:—

Avyes .- .. oo 12
Noes o . .. 25

Majority against .. 13

Avzs,
Mr. Allen Mr. A. E. Piesse
Mr. Broun AMr. A. N. Piesze
Mr. Harper Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Male
Mr. Monger { Teller).
Mr. Moore

NoEea.
Mr, Atngwin Mr. Lewls
Mr. Bath Mr. McDonald
Mr. Carpenter Mr. McDowall
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsie
Mr. Foley Mr. Price
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Scaddan
Mr. GIn Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Green Mr, Thomas
Mr. Holman Mr. Turvey
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnson Mr. Walker
Mt. Johoston Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Lander (Teilery.

Question —thus negatived.
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L.OAN ESTIMATES 1911-12.
Message.

Message from the Governor reeceived
recommending appropriation for the
Loan Estimates 1911-12.

In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply for the purpose of con-
sidering the Loan Estimates, Mr. Holman
in the Chair,

The PREMIER and TREASURER
{Hon. J. Seaddan) said: When the House
met this afternoon I conferred with the
Leander of the Opposition with regard (o
the desirability of proceeding with the
discussion on the Loan Estimafes and
Loan Appropriation Bill during this sit-
ting, and he agreed to do so. I then had
the Loan Estimates for this year together
with Loan Rill, which will be introdueed
at a later stage, distributed to members
in order that they might in the meantime
look over them and, if neeessary, be ready
to discuss them at a later stage. After
all there is not a great deal to discuss in
the Loan Estimates as presented, because
principally they are made up of money
that is necessary from Loan Funds for the
purpose of completing works already in
hand or contemplated in the near future
and for which authority has been ob-
tained from Parliament. On page 3
members will find a summary of the
money we propose to spend during the
present financial year totalling £2,457,082
from General Loan Funds, They will
notice that this is an increase of £953,992
on the actual expenditure of last yeav
and an increase of £714450 on the esti-
mated expenditure for that vear. The
rresent amount of £2,457,032 includes no
less than £530,584 representing liabilities
bronght forward from the last finaneial
vear and £11,000 recoup to Loan Sus-
pense Aecount. Members will also notice
that the principal increase in expenditure
from General Loan Funds is under the
hending of Railways. We propose to
spend £1,383,545 on railways. This is
on new railways and alse on Weorking
Railways. It would appear on the face
of it to be a very huge sum to spend in
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one year, and some members may ask how
it will be possible to spend such a sum
of money in such a period, but a great
proportion of this is expenditure on
rolling stock ordered last finaneial year
and now coming to hand. 1f members
will follow me for a moment I shall give
them an oufline of the amount we are
called npon to pay this financial year
under the heading of rolling stock on
Existing Railways. We have under order
no less than 68 locomotives. Ten of
these are being built at the Midland June-
tion workshops and 58 are being im-
ported from Great Britain. The totfal
cost for locomotives will amount to
£251,000, which we have to find in this
financial year. However that does not
complete the charge on Loan Funds. For
the completion of this order there will he
a balanee ontstanding at the end of June
next of £31,000 to pay for orders that
have been placed prior to the present Gov-
ernment taking office. It may appear some-
what astounding that we shonld have to
import and bave built in one year no less
than 68 locomotives, but as a matter of
fact there have been no locomotives
procured by Existing Railways since
1902. The nomber in traffic on the
30th June, 1903, was 31G; and what
with alterations that have been made to
some of the locomotives that had become
obsolete, we now have 323, or an inerease
of only seven in eight years. So mem-
bers will see that, while we have been
adding to our rolling stock in other diree-
tions, we have been ealling upon the loco-
motives that we had in 1903 to do all the
work without any artempt to add to
them; and I am assured that, without
the locomotives now coming to hand, we
would have some difficulty in eoping with
the traffic on the railways, owing to the
condition our leeomotives have got into
in recent years through the amount of
work piled on them. While that is the
case it means an excessive expenditure
from Loan Funds duving this finaneial
vear, 1 want hon. members fo take
that view when cousidering the huge
amount of lean rmoney which we are ex-
pending. We are building at the Mid-
land Junetion workshops four carriages
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at a eost of £8,000, and at Rocky Bay 24
carringes are being built at a cost of
£66,000, of which £55,000 will be required
during the present finaneial year. That
will make a total of 28 new carriages,
and the expenditure this vear will amount
to £63,000. We are building 667 wagons
at the Midland Junelion workshops at
a cost of £132,000, of which £7+.000 will
be requived in the cuvrent financial year.

Filty wagons are also  Dbeing  buill
at Roeky Bay ot a cost of £3,000,
and 500 wagons are Dbeing huilt at
Mavlands, al o veosl of £66,000,

of which £30,000 will be expended this
finaneinl vear, making a {otal, which we
will have to find this vear to pay for
these orders by the end of June, of
£107.000, leaving £94,000 to find in
the next year for the purpose of paying
for orders already placed in connection
with the construction of wagons, We are
building 19 brake vans at Midland Junec-
tion workshops at a cost of £25,000, but
we will not be called on to find more than
£1,000 this year under that heading, Jeav-
ing an amount of £24,000 to be provided
early next year. We are also building
coal-boxes, tarpauling, and sundries at a
cost of £10,000, of which £8,000 will he
required this year, and corridor and
dining ears for the Great Southern
railway are contemplated at a cost of
£60,000. Members will notice when
introducing the Loan Bill that we shall
provide an amount under that heading.
I wmay say that the stock which T
have just mentioned is all additional,
necessitated by additional iraffic. Nine-
teen earriages and 2 hrake vans in addi-
tion to those mentioned, are being built
from working expenses o vepluoce those
desiroyved by five at the paiut sliop. Thee

carriages from the workshops, and
95 wagons from the workshops, and
50 woagons from Rocky Bay have
been delivered sinee the 1lst .July
last.  Memhers will note. foo, that
there is a considerable sum on the

Estimates under the heading. of “Rail-
way” which is shown in delall on page

4, for land resumption in Perth and
Fremantle. This amounts fo no less than
C138.,000. Members will recognise that
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this is to complete the action taken by
the previous Government, which we
thoroughly endorse, of repurchasing cer-
tain land in Perth in order to enable our
traffic lo be run with safety to the general
public, and with less expense to them as
taxpayers. Members will recognise it is
not part of the duty or responsibility of
the Railway Department to find the
oroney, or even expend it. The land pur-
chase 15 conlrolled by the Works Depart-
ment, and while it is evantually handed
over by the Works Depavtment as capital
expendifure on the railways, on which
they have fo find interest and sinking
fund, it adds to the loial amount being
expended on working railways. Again,
under the heading “Additions and im-
Pprovements to  working railways?”
£150,000 is provided, and I will endeavour
to explain some of {he details in connec-
tion with the expenditure of this huge
sum of money. We aie at present under-
iaking the regrading of the line between
Fremantle and Midland Junction, and
during  this year we expeet to spend
£17,000, aud by the (ime the work is
completed it will cost £63,000. Again,
we are providing further buildings at the
Midland Junetion workshops on blocks 2
and 3, on which we intend to spend
£20,000, leaving an amount of £22,000 to
be provided after 30th June next, making
a lotal of £42,000 on the extension of
the buildings at Midland Junetion. I may
say at once [ agree entirely with the ex-
penditure under this heading. It is re-
greltable thai the previons Government,
and T expressed 1his opinion last year, did
not foresee the necessity of extending the
workshops in view of the faet that 1hey
were extending the railway system year
after year io sueh an enormous extent.
If they had done that we should not have
had to send out of tle Staie to place
orders abroad for 58 additional loco-
motives as we had to do Jast vear.
I may say too we e providing
for machinery  £33,000, but only
£7,000 will be eharged in Lhis year's Loan
Funds, leaving a balance of £20,000 to
be provided next vear. Again, we ave
making improvemenis al Geraldion, and
this will pecessilate a charge this year of
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£15,000.  Yalgoo and Norlhern Gully
walter supplies will cost the department
£20,000. We are providing at present
marshalling yards at Midland Junction at
a cost of £20,000; lhis year we shall ex-
pend £10,000 out of a toial of £20,000.
We are making improvements at Mer-
redin, which will cost this year #£8,000,
Fencing generally is estimated to cost the
department £3,000 * during the curreut
year, and £3,000 almost immedialely after
301h June nexl. We are providing a
telephone line heiween Northam and Mer-
redin, but that will not be a charge in
thiz financial year, still we are making
provision in the Loan Act for £3,000 for
that work. We are providing camps for
fettlers on the lines recently opened, ar
nearly construeled, and this present year
that will cost £3,000; the total eost of the
work contemplated being £6,000, Mem-
bers will note, loo, that the working rail-
ways have a timber mill at Dwellingup.
They have mnow under construetioa
another mill, and the second mill he
known as Neo. 2, which will cost, including
machinery and works generally, £21,000,
and this ought io be found during the
present finaneial year. Other works net
particularly mentioned will cost £16,000,
or a total in round fizures of £140,000,
which we are providing on this year's
Loan Estimates. There are other works
contemplated which we have decided
must stand over for the present, but they
are all essential, and T may mention them
in order that members will see we are
not overlockiug lhe necessity, but there is
such necessily in other dirveclions to stop
these being earried ont. The works whien
are to be cavried out, and which are neees-
sary are volling sioek  and  neees-
sary additions fo opened lines, but we
have had io allow (hem to remain over
until another vear. We confemplate
making a start in some directions men-
tioned after June next. We are going
to provide £10,000 in providing a loco.

depdt between West and East Perth,
and also the ecost of ihe Melbourne-
road bridge. The total cost under

that heading is £225,000. Authority has
beeu issued, and {he Government have to
find the ioney; we are only fading
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£10,000 under that heading this year in
order that some of the works may be
taken in hand at the same iime as the
re-grading. That will faeilitate borh,
and will he less eost to the State eventu-
ally. That will leave a new sum to be
provided on the Hstimates next vear for
the purpose of completing the work.
Again, 1 believe approval has been ob-
tained for the expenditure in conneciion
willl eentral offices. It is essenlial that
new central offices should be evected In
TPerth if the scheme approved by our
predecessors in conneetion wilh the re-
sumption of certain land there is going
to be completed, and it will run inlo an
eslimated cost of £75,000. Then we pro-
pose to extend bloek No. 1 at Midland
Junetion workshaps, and to extend the
foundry lhere. This will cost £61.000.
Whater supplies on our railways is a very
heavy charge at present, and we propose
to provide £30,000 in the new Loan Bill,
which we shall commence io spend after
30th  June, Other lesser works are
anticipated io cost £22,500, but it is neces-
sary they should stand over for lhe time

being. Members will find under the head-
ing of rails and fastenings a sum of

£150.000 is provided. T may explain that
only £48.000 of this amount is required
for the working railwavs, the bhalance
heing absorhed in the eonstruction of new
railwavs, which lave heen nuthorised hy
Parliament already. In connection with
the rails and fastenings, 1T may explain
the bulk of them are required for the
purpose of relaying the line to Katan-
ning.  The rails are already on the
gromnd; the cost will he £30,000. Then
there is Geraldion station vard, £35.000,
a line fo the timher mill at Thwellingup,
L4000, which also ineludes sidings, and
works in other dirvections £9.000), malding
a total of £48.000, leaving a balance of
£150.000 for rvails and fastenings on new
linee. The tolal estimated requirements
for the present vear on the working rail-
waye are a: follow:—Addiions and im-
frrovemenls to open railwaxs £130,000;
land resumplions E1538.000; rails  and
fastenings £48.000: rolling stock £430,000,
making a total of £736,000 under that
heading. The balance of the vote for
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railways, items 11 to 46 ineluded,
is £597,845. and 1is required to conhnue
the construetion partieularly in agrieul-
tural districts, water conservation in con-
nection therewith, and this will amoun*
to about £43500, T regret we find that
while the previous Government were
building railways and handing them over
to the working railwavs they were not
taking into aecount the necessity of pro-
viding water supplies before bhanding
these railways over. with the result that
the railways are called on to find a eon-
siderable amount of capital from Loan
Funds for water supplies along the lines.
I know this. We ave assured by the
working railways that the provision for
witer supplies for railway purposes ou
these lines is totally inadequate, and last
year all that was expended in that direc-
tion was £6,940. This year we are called
on to provide no less a sum than £43,500.
I am stating now the opinion we have
received from the working railways. They
are by no means satisfied with the manner
in whieh the new railways have been
handed over to them, partienlarly in eon-
nection with the water supplies,

Mr. Frank Wilson: And they never
will be.

The PREMIER: The hon, member
must recoghise this, that in some distrieis
on some of fhe new lines one-ihird of the
lpad earried by ihe railways is made up
of waler, not for settlers but for the
working railways themselves; one-third of
the load, that is all over new lines, for
the purpose of providing water for the
railways o aperafe.

Mr., Frank Wilson: Because lhe dams
are empty now.

The PREMIER: That does not matter.
This expenditure is provided for con-
servalion of water when they do nat get
rain. Neg provisien was made by our
predecessors in that direction.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That is wrong.

The PREMIER: We have (o provide
£43.500 under thal heading. 1 have ex-
plained already the great bulk of the
expenditure (his year in connection with
the railways, in reference to new railway
lines and additions Lo existing railways.
IProvision for extending the workshops,
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providing rolling stock and making addi-
tions and improvements to opened
railways, these total
might explain, too, that under
of these headings there is an in-
erease this vyear as compared with
the expenditure last year, and it
will be found that under the heading
“Development of Agriculture’ there is 2
considerable increase, mainly owing to
the dry season in some poriions of our
agricultural distriets. At a later stage
the Minister for Lands will be able to tell
this Commiltee what we ave doing in the
way of assisling those of our settlers who
are suffering owing to the dry season ex-
perienced this year, and Lo prevent those
who have been induced to take up land
from leaving their holdings and seeking
work in the towns and other places, We
are providing a very large sum of money
on the Hstimates fo assist them to remain
there and prepave their next year’s har-
vest, and while Lhat will be a benefit to
them it will also be a benefit to the State
by giving us a much larger barvest next
season. In view of those unfortunate eir-
cumstances, we have taken what I might
call a bold step to provide a huge sum
of money for Lhis purpose. The details
of the expeuditure are shown on page 5,
and the summary shows how the Govern-
ment intend it to be expended. I cannot
do beiter than draw the atienfion of mem-
bers to the details and the summary al
the back of the Estimales, which will give
them some information in regard to our
proposals for loan expenditure during the
current year. There is one item, however,
under ihe heading of “Development of
Agriculture” that 1 should like lo make
some remarks upon, and ihat is the ex-
penditure of £85,000 for the putrpose of
bringing in ngricullural immigrants, 1
want to assnve members of this Committec
thal the prezent Government are of
opinion that we can induce peeple to
eome to Western Australin Lo assist us
in opening up our agriculiural districts,
but, whilst thal is our opinion, I regrei
to say that lhose now sitting in Opposi-
tion, when rhey were in power, used the
vote provided on the Loan Estimates for
the purpose of bringing agrienltural im-

most

£1,383,845. 1

“distriets.
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migranis into the State, to bring oul
other than agrieultural immigrants, Mora-
over, af {lie very time when we were cow-
plaining about the influx of town workers,
wha were obtaining employment on our
ratlways, and when (he then Minislers
were denying that charge, the records
show (hat -a direet instruclion had been
given to the Agent General to induce
railway workers 1o come to the State,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Read the instrue-
tion; I kmow nothing about it.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition says he knows nothing about
it, and I am not a bit surprised; the way
in which he allowed the Immigration and
Tourist Department to carry on is no
credit to him, or his colleague, the late
Colonial Seeretary. The Premier was so
little concerned how the money was ex-
pended, that he allowed the Irmnigration
Depariment to communieate divect with
the Agent General on all such matters,
and thus he is in a position to-day to
say he knows nothing about this instrue-
tion. Cerlainly he knew nothing about
it, becanse be had absolutely no control
over the department. There is not the
slizhtest doabt (hat a great deal of the
money provided by Parliament for the
introduetion of agrieultural iminigrants
was expended without warrant from Par-
liament, for the great bulk of immigrants
who have been bronght into the State
never had any intention of becoming
farmers, or going into the agrienltural
In addition to that, at the re-
quest of the Railway Department, the
TImmigration and Tourist Department
sent to the Agent General in London to
ask that he should induce railwayv work-
ers to ecome to YWestern Australia, and
assured them that theres was plenty of
work for them on our working railways.
Not only that; they were also inducing
artisans to come to the State under the
disguise of being agricultural immigrants,
and, at the same time, they were telling
people that it was necessary to have a
Royal Commission appointed to inquire
into the advisability of importing arti-
sans into the State. In fact, they did
appoint a Commission, to cover nup their
tracks. But, at last, the day has arvived
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when the people have an opportunity of
seeing what has been done under the
guise of attracting agrieultural immi-
grants to Western Australia. As soon as
the present Government found out what
was going on, we took the first oppor-
tunity of telling the Agent Geuveral that
there was no opening in this State for
railway workers, and that all such work-
ers who were required could easily be
obtained within the State. As a matter
_ of fact, there are many more appliea-
tions for work than can be dealt with at
the present time. We are not responsible
in any regard for the expendilure of
this £85,000 this year, and I want hon.
members who may object to the mea-
sures adopted by our predecessors in con-
neetion with immigration, to understand
that we have to keep faith with those
whom the previous Administration had en-
tered into arrangements with and we must
‘carry out the eontracts entered into by
the Agent General in hehalf of the Gov-
ernmenf. A certain number of contracts
have been entered into. and since 1st July
we have received 2,375 assisted immi-
arants, 2.255 nominated immigrants, and
295 domestic servants, making a total of
4,925 immigrants who have arrived in the
State since July 1st. As far as we know,
the number of nominated and assisted
immigrants who have been approved. but
have not yet arrived in the State. is 4.928,
but the latesi advices from England are
some weeks old.

Alr. Foley: Avre they all from the Brit.
ish Tsles?

The PREMIER: Yes. Several weeks
have elapsed since information was re-
ceived of the number of assisted passages
approved by the Loudon office, but we
estimate that 5,500 approved immigrants
will arrive in the State during the bal-
anee of this financial year.

Mr. Prank Wilson : Hear, hear.

The PREMIER: The leadel of the
Opposition is desirous of applauding that
fact, but he did not tell the country that,
at the time when the C'olonial qecretary
was denying the statements in regard to
the overstoeking of the labonr market.
his officers were struggling very hard to
find work for immigrants, even thongh
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they were putling them into hillets at
the expense of old residents in the State.

"They even went so far as to provide re-

lief works for immigrants.

My, Frank Wilson: When was thai?

The PREMIER: It was this year:
since July last.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Not since I came
back. Where were the works? Were
they cracking stones? TWhat were they
doing?

The PREMIFR: T do not know what
they were doing. All I know is that the
hon. member’s eolleagues were put to their
wits end to find work which would absorb
the immigrants, who were becoming a bur-
den in the metrepolitan distriets, and it
is on record that {he Government did find
work for them.

Mr. Nanson:
works?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
will get all the relief works in time. Does
the leader of the Opposition deny it?

Mr. Frank Wilson: You are making
the assertion. Go on,

The PREMIER: I am making an as-
sertion; is it denied? If it is denicd,
T will bring proof of it.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Go on; bring your

Where are the relief

proof.
The PREMIER: Moreover, the late
Governmment also established country

agencies, but they praetically restricted
those ageneies to providing work for immi-
grants, and they paid agents 5s. for each
job they obtained for immigrants, but
they were not prepared to find anyihing
for residents who had been 40 and 50
vears in Western Australia. It is that
differentiation that we ecomplain of. It
has heen denied, time after time, by Alin-
isters, when this acensation has been
made, bat, to-day, the proof is to be
found in the various departments that
what we asserted was actually being
done, T want to sav that it is not desir-
able to bring so many immigrants into
the State as we have heen obtaining in
the past, hut we have taken up the ath-
tude that in order to he fair. not only to
this State hut also to the people in the
old eountrv. we should keep faith with
the contracts entered into by the Agent
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General in fhe name of the previcus Gov-
ernment. Thus it is we have to find this
sum of £85,000 this year for agricultural
immigration. We believe that next sea-
son will be an average one in Western
Australia, and, if that is the case, we can
absorb a greater mfber of agrienitural
immigrants than we ecan obtain during
the next few months, becanse we are
easing off a bit by bringing out only
those who have been contracted for, and
are not entering into any new contracts
Just at present. We have also made it
«clear te the Agent General that the elass
of immigrants we require are these who
will go into the country and work in the
agricultural distriets, and I have ex-
pressed the opinion, on behalf of this
Government, that, provided the Ageni
‘General is certain that the immigrants do
belong to the agricultural class, we can
absorb all he can send ont. Immigrants
mnst be clearly informed that this Gov-
ernment will not encourage them but will
discourage them from finding work in the
City; that we have sufficient town work-
ers already, and that if we hecome short
of them-we will take steps to notify the
workers in England and ask them to come
here. We have had repeated evidenee of
where men who had built nup their homes
in the City, and in other industrial cen-
tres, have been pnt out of employment
and a few davs afterwards their places
have been filled by immigrants, whilst the
displaced loeal workers have had to break
up their homes, leave their wives, and go
into the country. We are not going to
enconrage that sort of thing, and I have
taken the opportunity of asking the
Agent General to make it clear to those
people who are desirons of coming here,
and ‘whom we are desirons of weleoming,
that there is plenty of work in the coun-
try. but they must go into the country if
thev want assistance. We
justified in doing this. T have no objee-
tion to a tradesman of any class coming
to Western Anstralin if he desires to do
so, but I do objeet to him coming at the
expense of the zeneral taxpayer, and en-
tering into competition with the indus-
trial workers whose money has been util-
ised to bring the immigrants here.

are fully’
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Mr. Frank Wilson: Are you stopping
the nominations as well?

The PREMIER: No; but we are tak-
ing a little eare in rezard to the nomina-
tions we are endorsing. We are pre-
venting a few grooms and cooks for hotels
coming out.

Mr, Harper: They are all wanted.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
tnay want them, but there are ecooks
wanting worlk.

Mr. Harper:
them.

The PREMIER: We have commis-
sioned the Honorary Minister (Hon.
W. C. Angwin), a gentleman who has
never yet raised his voice in opposition
to immigration of the right kind, to go
carefully through all these nominations,
and when he is satisfied he will approve
of them; we are approving of them prac-
tically every day, but it is for the purpose
prineipally of getting conntry workers
and of bringing ont the wives of those
who have already been assisted into the
State. The late Government were so in-
terested in the welfare of the immigrants
as compared with the vesidents of the
State that Mr. Connolly, the late Colonial
Secretary, issned instrnctions — these
would not be known to the then Premier,
of course—that an officer was to go to
the Labour Bureau

Mr. Frank Wilson:
of it?

The PREMIER: This year. An officer
was to go to the Tabour Bureau. look
over the list of positions vaeant. and pick
out those suitable for immigrants prior
to a bateh arriving.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
with that?

" The PREMIER: Nothing is wrong
with that at all. Having expended the sum
of £10 of the taxpeyers’ money for every
immigrant. man, woman, and ehild, in-
troduced info the State, are we also, when
they arrive, going to give them preference
of emplovment over loeal workers?
As far as the country workers are con-
cerned, they will get exactly the same
treatment as any other men in this State.’
I will.not show any preferénce to the new
arrival, or anyone else. We -will assist’

There are not many of

What is the date

What is wrong
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him to recognise that in Western Aunstra-
lia we have magnificent opportunities, but
we will not assist him to lol! about the
Esplanade, and seek employment in the
hotels, where they want cheap labour, or
get work upon the railway system and
elsewhere, or in the industrial centres, and
cause old residenls to go out into the coun-
try. 1 only wanted to explain that, while
we are favourable to getting all the as-
sistance we rvequire to work our industries,
we will take cave that these people come
out under no misrepresentation,  Once
Laving arrived in the Stafe, the Govern-
ment will do everything to make ihem
satisfled, and keep our own residents satis-
fied as well.  Shipping provision has
already been made for some time to come
to bring out immigrants at the rate of
800 per month; this will mean 9,600 a
year, and, at the rate of £10 per head, it
will mean an expenditure of £96.000 r-er
annum. Further tentalive arrangements
have heen made for persons desivons of
emigrating to Western Australia dnving
the next three vears, and these have heen
nmade because it is anticipated that the
Orient Company will not be able to earvy
as many in the future as they did in the
past. We are not, as a wovernment, pre-
paved fo stand by this poesition for many
vears, and using loan moneys to bring
ont immigrants. Tt may be reproduetive,
hut. in any ease, it is not a Fair charge
asainst loan funds, and T believe as time
zoes on we will get the opportunity of
adjusting our methods of finanee, and then
we shall be able to find money from rev-
enue for the purpose. Unless we can do
that, we are wot justified in finding loan
moneys for that objeet. It will be seen
that on page 5, Item 82 is for the pur-
pose of indueing domestics to eome fo the
State. We are getting a great number
of domesties, and my opinion 1is that
£7.000 will not be anything like sufficient
to cover the cost in that direetion, but. as
these moneys are lamp sums. there is no
wreat check kept upon that expenditure.
Ve are giving attention to that question,
and T believe we will he able to get all the
immigrants we require, of the proper
{ype. under the altered system, and that
it will give salisfaction to hoth immig-
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rapts and the people of the State. I have
been pestered, during ibe last few months,
by a few immigrants—not many—wheo
bave been disgusted at what they term the
misrepresentation under which they were
induced to come to the State. In one case
1 went to the extent of providing a fare
for a man and his wife to put them on
to o holding, expecting that that would be
the last I would hear of them. It was
only last week though, and after the man
had been lhere for a few days, that he
demanded that a house should be built for-
him on bis lolding, under the Workers”
Homes Bill. I pointed out to him that
we had not yet passed the measure, and.
that moreover we were not desirous of
building homes for men until they could
come under the term of “worker,” and
that this man had not yet done so.

Mr. Trank Wilson: He was a seftler,

The PREMIIR: Yes, he was n settler;
le used to go aml settle on the doorstep
of the office of my friend opposite for a
time. Now T have got rid of him, And
he was a nominated immigrant, toe. How-
ever, | have disposed of him successfully
this time. 1 do not propose to explain
the details with regard to the voie for the
development of agrieulture, because the
Minister for Lands. whe is aequainted
with all the facts, will refer to the matter
ab a laler stage. Members will recognise,
however, that there is a considerable in-
crease, and, as T stated, it is largely due
to the assistance that we are giving to
agricalfurists in the dry distviets, and T
am sure there is not a single member who
will eomplain abont that. Under the
heading of Development of Goldfields and
Mineral Resources we are also showing a
large increase over last year, and the Min-
ister for Mines will probably be able to
justify this additional vote by the fact
that our goldfields were greatly neglected
by our predecessors. A great proportion
of the vote will he required to provide
water supplies in some of the towns which
have been asking for them for years. The
total amonnt is £112.000. which is an in-
crease of £63.000 over the vote of last
vear. I do not think that hon. membhers
will require me to give any details: they
are shown on the summary at the haeck of
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the ILeoan FEstimates. Harbours and
Rivers will require an expenditure of
£255,000, which is praetically £100,000 in
excess of last year, but I think hon. mem-
bers representing the Nerth-West con-
stituencies, now sitting on this side, with
the member for Kimberley on the other
side, will be able to justify the action of
the Government in doing the work in the
North-West which it is proposed lo carry
ont, and which is essential, if we are lo
continue Lo develop the trade between the
North-West and Fremantle  This un-
doubtedly, has,been neglected in the past.
We do a big trade with the North-West,
and we hope to do a good deal more, and
we have decided that the expenditure of
the money shall be confined to putting the
harbours into proper order, and providing
facilities for shipping.

Mr. Price: Alhany has been neglected;
you have not inclnded it.

The PREMIER : The Minister for
Works informs me that the excess this
year as compared with last year's ex-
penditure ameunts to no less than £40,000
in the North-West alone, and it will be
devoted to doing what is ahsolutely essen-
tial, not in the nature of new works, hut
works whieh have been asked for for
years past.

Mr. Price: Alhany has heen asking for
some consideration which has not heen
granfed.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
see that we have not neglected Albany
altogether.

Mr. Price: Where are vou allowing for
Albany?

The PREMIER: On the summary at
the back of the estimates. However, I
am ready to admit that from what has
heen placed hefore the present govern-
ment, and before previous governments
as well, Albany is not comparvable with
the North-West, so far as shipping re-
quirements are concerned.

My, Price: Is it to be compared with
Bunbury and Busselton?

The PREMIER: We are committed to
this expenditure in the North-West. I do
not propose to ro into details. exeept to
say that of this amount of £235.000
£129.000 is being spent at Tremantle,
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£75,000 on the dock and slip, and £54,000
on the harbour works. The details of ex-
penditure under that heading are shown
in the summary; the balance is provided
for barbours and rivers generally, and
lighthouses. For the Bunbury Harbour
Works we ave providing £25,000. The
greater part of this balance will be re-
quired to effect neeessary repairs in the
Notrth-West. Under the heading of Waler
Supply and Sewerage we are anticipating
an expenditure of £105,730 during the
present_financial year. Of this amount
£90,000 is in connection with the Sewer-
age system of Perth and Fremantle. We
hold that while pushing on with the main
drains in connection with the sewerage it
is essential that we should alse push on
with the retienlation, in order that we may
he able to obtain some revemue, for the
purposge of providing interest and sinking
fund on the enpital expended., Tt is, in
my opinion, a standing disgrace that we
have had septie tanks built at Fast Perth
and Fremantle, and in full working order.
for the last five years, and that they have
not earned a single penny of revenne. In
Fremantle, the tank requires two men
to look after i, and to-day not a single
drain is connected with it.

Mr. Frank Wilson : Yon want move
men in the country.

The PREMITER.: We have no diffieulty
in gettine men to do work in connection
with sewerage; we eonld double the work,
and still find the men. Hon. members
will see. if they lonk at the veturn which
was presented when T infroduced the Re-
venue estimates, it is eosting this State
£20,000 per annnm for inferest and sink-
ing fund on the monev we have already
sunk in our sewerage system, and we
have received in revenne semething like
£100 during the vear. That is a con-
dition of affairs that should not be per-
mitted to exist very long. We are deter-
mined to do all the work necessary, and
to expend the money so that it shall re-
torn revenue to the State to provide in-
terest and sinking fund on the capital
expended. It will be noticed that there
is a veduetion in the vote under the head-
ing of Roads and Bridges. On Ttem 77.
new roads and bridges in comntry and
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goldfields districts, including feeders to
railways, we are providing £30,000. We
have made n deerease on cur country ex-
penditure from loan, and we propose to
continne that poliey until in the end we
will not require lo spend any more from
loan on such works. Ve have no faith in
the expenditure of loan moneys on roads
and bridges, helieving that it should be
charged against Consolidated Revenue.
Under (he heading of **Sundries’’ we are
providing £100,000 for public buildings.
This is principally made np of sehools in
varvious parts of the State. Under exist-
ing conditions we are not able to find
sufficient money from revenue to keep
pace with the requirements of new dis-
tricts opened up, and as we are deter-
mined that the children in the ecountry
distriets shall have reasonable eduea-
tional Facilities, it becomes necessary for
us to have recomrse to Loan Funds, even
at the risk of being charged with break-
ing our faith on the point of providing
these facilities from revenue instead of
from loan. ¢ Salaries and Department-
al*’ are based on the same system ns in
previous years, and amount to £115,937.
As a matter of fact these arve really
hased on expenditure from Loan Funds
in the various departments. I do not
consider it necessary to say any more in
introducing the Loan Estimates For the
current year. The faet that we have
uot slashed ihe pruning knife through
(hese Estimates is evidence that at least
the preseat Covernment have just as
mueh faith in the possibilities of the
eountry as have our friends opposite,
and moreover, gives the lie direct to the
assertion made during the recent elec-
tions thatl the Labour Party was a non-
horrowing party.

Mr. Frank Wilsan :
platform.

The PREMIER : No. Tf it were pos-
sible the (ioverument would like to do all
its works from revenue; but it is not
possible, and I cannat see any likelihood
of heing able to redine~ the expenditure
from Lean Aceount fur the next four or
five years if we are to provide for
facilities in certain distriets which for
years past have heen neglected by our

It is in your
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friends opposite. 1 want haon. members
and the country to understand that there
will be a hig charge on Loan Aceount for
the next few years. T have much plea-
sure 1 introducing the Loan Estimules
for the cwrrent year, and I hope members
will recognise that the large increase is
due to the fact that a great number of
orders previously given are only unow
coming 1, and the money must be found.
Particularly is this so under the beading
of railways. I have pleasure in moving
the ficst  vote, namely, Departmental
£115,937. ,

The CHAIRMAN : In order to afford
hon. members an opportunity of discuss-
ing any question they wished it was his
intention to punt each vote separately.

Vote— Departmental, £115,937:

Mr. FRANK WILSON: When the
Premier had consulted him as to whether
an adjournment of the debate would be
required, it was undersicod that the Pre-
mier was merely going to deal with the
Loan lstimates from a financial point
of view, and, in consequence, the privilege
of requiring an adjournmeni was waived
in order that we might oo rvight on and
try io get 1ihe Estimates through to
another place without delay, and s fall
in with the desire of {he Government to
finish (he session this week. However,
the Premier had ocenpied at leasi half
his time in making an attack on the late
Government’s immigration poliey, and he
(Mr. Wilson) would be perfectly justi-
fied if he were to ask for an adjonrnment
in grder to refresh his memory by lookiug
up particulars with a view to making an
effeciive reply. The Premier could never
get on his feet without having a cat at
someove, if not his predecessors in office
then some among his own followers, with
the result that a good deal of unnecessary
heat was frequenily imported into the
debates. He (Mr. Wilson} was heartily
clad that the late Government had com-
nitted the present Government to the
immigration policy for, at any rate, the
nexi iwelve months. For the Premier to
decry the immigration poeliey which had
built nup Western Australia was absurd,
and would earry no weight with the
people. Wliat were the Eastern States,
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and indeed all other ouiposts of the
British Empire doing? With one aecord
they were seeking to acquire population.
Wherever one turned in the Eastern
States it was the wain object of the Gov-
ernment, whether Liberal or Labour, to
seenre imrmgration from the mother
country and the epuntries of Europe, It
was amusing to contrast the attitude of
the present Administration on this point
with that of (he Federal Government. We
had the Hizh Commissioner, Sir George
Reid, in London fo-day, wrging immigra-
tion and devising new plans for bringing
the attractions of Australia under the
notice of the people of the old country.
We had had the Prime Minister himself,
during his vecent visit to the mother
eountry, confessing the necessity of immi-
aration for Australia, and we had that
hon, gentleman’s colleague endorsing his
action in advising miners to come out
here and participate in the mining in-
dustry of Australia. As against that, we
had the parochial representatives oppo-
site who could not see beyond the Trade-
Hall, nor heyvond the assertion that be-
canse there were a dozen men out of
work who would not or eould not work,
we musk not bring any workers here. He
would protest against- such an attitude,
He had looked through the report of the
receni Royal Commission and found that,
whereas every employer giving evidene:
had brought proof Lo show that he wasg
short of men, on the other hand the secre-
taries of the varions labour arganisations
had declared that there was any amount
of labour. Where would Canada have
been to-day but for her immigration
policy, which was responsible forr the
absorption of five or six bhundred thou-
sand people every year?  The naiural
result of fhis was more railways and
more works, opening up greater avenues
of employment for every man brought
into the country. He was happy in the
knowledee that the Premier’s hands were
tied for the next twelve months, if not
for a little longer, by reason of the faet
that the late Government had entered into
contracts with the shipping companies,
and that arrangements had been made to
bring out nine or ten thousand people.
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He was only sorvy thai the number was
not nineteen, or even ninety thousand. If
it had not been for that, according to the
Premier's own declaration the immigra-
tion poliey would have been immediately
closed down upon altogether. As it was,
the Premier was going to do his best to
curtail it. Tt was not likely that the
people of the country wounld support a
policy of that sorf, It only required a
little more time for the Premier to get
tangled up still further in his Ananeial
proposals, and to put the brake on and
stop this influx of humanity, and the very
people who had pof the Premier into
power to develop the resources of the
couniry wonld be found dragging him
down from his pedestal and sending him
back to the gblivion whence he Lad cowe,
The Premier had told us that notification
Lhad been sent to the Agent General to
the effect that there was no opening for
railway workers. Only a little while ago
the same hon. gentleman in reply to a
deputation had declared that the diffieuiiy
in regard to railway construction was the
want of men and material,

The Premier: I was talking about work-
ing railways, traffic men,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If the Pre-
mier would bhring in a proposal to import
a couple of thousand navvies at the
State’s expense le would be doing good
service to the eountry. But the Premier
was always going to do something that
had never been done hefore. zomething
neglected by his predecessors. It was
cheering to hear the figures the Premier
read out in this respect, because it proved
eonclusively that about one-half of the
immigrauls were nominated. It was grati-
fying to know this from the Premier’s
own lips, for it was conclusive evidence
that the eountry was not snch a bad place
for the new comer as the Premier would
make out. When we found that those
who had come here in recent years were
sending for their relatives and friends——

The Premier: That is not ecorrect.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : It was correct.

The Minister for Mines: Employers all
over the State are sending home for them.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It was con-
clugsive evidence that those who had al-
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ready come here were doing well. He
wonld resent the insinuation that the late
Government had not faken due precau-
fions in regard lo issuing instruetions fo
the Agent General. The Premier had
told us that definile instruelions were sent
Home to imporl railway men, but he (Mr.
Frank Wilson) bad interjected that he
knew nothing about such instruetions, and
in fact he did not. Then the Premier had
retorted that the blame resied on his (Mr.
Wilson’s) shoulders becanse he really
ought to have known or ought to have
made it his business to know. One could
venture lo think it was now quite the
ordinary thing that ihe Premier was
carrying out the very same policy, and
also that he did not read all the corres-

pondence from his office to lhe Agent
General wilh vregard (o immigration
matters.

The Premier: 1 see it all.

Mr. PRANK WILSON: The Premier
would be doing nothing else if he read
all ihe correspondence that went to the
Agent General on this matter. There was
an immense amount of detai' that must
be wrilten. There was an immense
amount of detail on Treasury matters
even in the Premier's own office that he
could not see. When the Premier wmade
charges of this description one would like
him to bring lhe letter and read it to the
Comuuittee.

The Premier: It is here; shall I read
it?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If the Prem-
ier would pass it over he would read it.
Were we to condemn the whole system be-
cause the Premier said there was a letler
which asked for a eertain number of rail-
way servants? He was bound to admil that
he was prepared lo bring in railway ser-
vants if the Commissioner of Raillways
said he had not sufficient bands; in fact
he was prepared to bring artisans in. As
shown by the evidence of the Royal
Commission 1here was a searcity of
arfisans in nearly every avenue of em-
ployment in Western Ausiralia. Every-
one in touech with the industries
of the State must have been
eonvinced of the shortage of labour, at
any rate to within a few months ago.

[ASSEMBLY.)

What the result of the policy of the
new Ministry would be on the industries
of the State one did not know; but if a
course of restrieton in this direction and
of discouragement so far as immigra-
tion was concerned, was pursued, we
would very soon have that nnemployed
difficulty to face which the Premier
claimed existed in the State six or seven
months ago. Then we had the complaint
about ageneies in the country. Of course
agencies had been established in the coun-
iry, agencies of the immigration bureau;
and what for? In order that the immi-
grants should he got out of the town as
soon as they arrvived in the State and
sent into the agrieultural distriets, thus
enabling the agriculfurists to get the
lahourers they required for their farms.
It was a proper provision. The late Gov-
ernment would have been lacking in their
duty if they had not made provision of
this deseription;: and, notwithstanding
some points npon which perhaps the Pre-
mier could find fanlt, vet in the ageregate
the result of the work of these agencies
had been beneficial and sueeessful in the
extreme. The Honorary Minister had a
niee task thrust upon him by the Premier,
to have to go through all the nomination
forms. :

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): T see every one of (hem.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yo one
doubted it. The hon. member was the
most conscientious member of the Gov-
ernment and would burn the midnight oil
and read through evervy nomination ap-
plication, but he would know a jolly lot
ahout it when he had finished, just about
as much as the Premier would know of
the correspendence of the Colonial See-
retary to the Agent General on immigra-
tion matters. One could picture the
Honorary Minister sitting at his task,
wearied and haggard with a bundle of
these immigration forms—*“John Jackson,
23 vears of age, worked 3 vears on a
farm, agrienltural labourer, has had some
experience in plumbing, nominated by his
uncle.” And because John Jackson’s
little experience of plumbing had been
put on the nomination paper, the Hon-
orary Minister would put his pen through
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it. John Jackson must not come here be-
canse he might have had some little ex-
perience that would possibly allow him to
enter inio competition with a trades union,
Then one could see the Honorary Min-
ister getting hold of a paper in which a
youth had been nominated and the man
who had nominated him was very cun-
ning. The nominator had said “Yes, he
is my nephew, I wani him here. It is
true he is a blacksmith, buf he will make
a dashed good farmer, and his blacksmith-
ing knowledge will be all the better when
he comes to me to my farm;” but of
course, knowing tbat if be put on the ap-
plieation form that his nephew was a
blacksmith” he would have no hope of
vetting assistance for a blacksmith to
emigrate. and remembering that the
voulh had worked for six monihs helping
with cows, he had put on the form “farm
labourer, experience on dairy farm.”
And the Honorary Minister would read
this and put his inifials on i, and In
would come the voung fellow. This was
the supervizion, and all the supervision
the Honorary Minister could have over
these applieation forms for nominated
passages. The proper system and the
one that had been adopted by the late
Government was that the Agent General
and his officers in Londen were made re-
sponsible for these people and had to ex-
amine the pominated immigrants and
pass them. It did not matter if we did
get a few extra blacksmiths in the coun-
try as long as they came out o the farms.
Men who had praectical knowledge as ear-
penters or blacksmiths or in any other
skilled occupation were the best men. as
they made the best selectors and settlers
on the agricultural lands. But we had in
Western Australia a crowd of men who
had been pampered and spoon-fed until
they were afraid of the slightest competi-
tion. Thev contended that we must not
have new blood from the Old Country.
They knew that the men who came in had
just left greal industrial centres and
would be up to date, and that if they
came out here it would be “God help us,
our occupation is gone” If a dozen
blacksmiths came inte the country the
union would be up in arms, afraid for
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their oeenpations, afraid for their em-
ployment. The sooner there was com-
petition brought amongst these men the
better it would be for Western Anstralia,
and we would get a better class of men
and a better class of work from them.

Mr. Heitmann: Do you mean that the
Australian workman is not as good as the
English workman?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No. The
main eomplaint of the unions was that
they did not want the competition of the
English workers, -

Mr. Heitmann: You gave them prefer-
ence.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Never any
preference at all! If we brought a num-
her of immigrants inte a new country,
say 3,000 per annum as agrieultural lab-
ouvers, and another 3,000 nominated by
their friends, we would surely get ont
of the 6,000 some who would remain in
the popnlous centres; but if we made all
arrangements {o send them ont back, as
the late Government had done, to the
agencies to find them employment in agri-
eultural pursunits, which it was believed
the Premier was now going to stop, the
country eould not suffer muchk harm, and
the few who did remain in the metropoli-
tan area would not do much harm to their
fellow workers. At any rate a Britisher
whelher he be under the Australian flag,
under the South Afriean flag, under the
New Zealand flag, or under the Canadian
fing, whether hie bhe born in the Mother-
land or in any one of the British Do-
minions, need never be afraid of holding
his own with his brother workmen no
matter from what portion of the British
Empire they came. We saw by the evi-
dence taken before the Royal Commission
that half a dozen bricklayers were out of
employment. The attitude taken up was
that because half a dozen bricklayers were
out of employment another man must
not be admitted into the State, yet we
knew as a matter of fact that buildings
counld not be put up in Western Australia
for want of bricklayers.

Mr. Munsie: For want of bricks.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Then we
shonld bring in the men tn make the
bricks. If we were short of railway con-
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struetors and navvies, we should bring
them in; when we were short of passen-
cers on the railways we should bring in
settlers and put them on the land. Every
time let the thing go on, and not let the
progress of the country be stopped be-
cause we were afraid of a little competi-
tion. We would never have a prosperous
community or an advanced community in
the State if we were afraid of a few im-
migrants a little above the actwal require-
ments. There was no fault to find with
due supervision, but one found fault with
the ery of stinking fish which had been
raised so strongly through the mouth-
piece of the trades unions within the last
twelve months, and one could not pass
this phase of the question without again
drawing attention to the senrrilons emana-
tion from the pen of Myr. McCallum which
went, forth to the Motherland as a most
slanderons warning to our brothers in the
old land not to come here becanse we were
overstocked.

Mr. Swan: You did not deal with him.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: No, but he
wonld have dealt with him, and he would
have liked to deal in a similar way with
those who aided and abetted Mr. McCal-
dum.

Mz, Bwan: We did not let you.

Mr. Lander: Remember the third of
October.

Mr, FRANK WILSON : One re-
membered the third of October verv
well.  He had good reason to  re-
memhber it and good veason to re-
member all ihat had become pnblic
since the third of Oectober—the under-
hand methods ihat had heen used to
bring abeut that result, the misrepresen-
tation that had been made right through-
out the lenglh aud breadth of this coun-
try with regard to himself and his ecol-
leagues; and he was satisfied that when
the third of Qclober came around again
in three years’ time there would be an
ahsolutely opposite result: and the poliey
whieh the late Government had so sue-
cessfully carried out in Western Austra-
lia for the past six years, the poliey of
attracting immigration to onr shores and
settling people on the Jand, a poliey
which had made in Western Auvstralia for

[ASSEMBLY.]

#o much progress and prosperity, would
be the policy for which the people would
once more vote to have put into effeet
and continued.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

AMr. FRANK WILSON: There was no
reason for the Premier apologising for
the voie appearing on the Estimates;
£85,000, to his wind, was far too little
with which to persevere in an immigra-
tion poliev. He would like to see a muech
Jarger sum; double the amount would be
none too much. The progress of West-
ern Aunstralia, and the prosperity whieh
we now enjoved, had been mainly due to
the immigration policy of the previous
Government during the past five or six
vears. It had been mentioned by the
Premier that the immigrants were com-
peting with the labour already within the
State. That must and always would be
s0. to some extent, when there were some
thousands of nominated immigrants com-
ing into the country. as we had had dur-
ing the past 12 months. These men must
be permitted some freedom to seek work
in any part of the State. In to-day’s
paper we saw a strike of labounrers on
ane of onr railwavs, They wanted an
inerease of wages from 10s. to 11s,, and
it was only natural for labowrers to want
to get as muck monev as thev could for
their laboor, and it was only natural that
those who were coming into Western Aus-
tralia should endeavour to get a job on
that eontract. Members conld read the
1eports of the evidence given before the
Royal Commission. Turning over the re-
part casually he found evidence of Ehis
deseription.  Evidence was piven that
there was a shortage of turners.

The Minister for Mines: Turners?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yes; turners.
Td not the hon. member know what a
turner was?

The Minister for Mines: I know what
a twister is.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: And the hon.
member knew what a turner was from his
actions on the previous dav. Mr. Ives,
the seeretarv of the Australian Soeclety
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-of Engineers, in giving rebutting evidence
said—

I know of no turners out of employ-
ment, though 1 know of one put off a
few weeks ago, and who is now work-
ing as a labourer on the Fremantle
dock.

That went to show we c¢onld have done
with some turners in Western Ausiralia.
Although this man was working at the
TFremantle dock as a labourer, probably it
was more congenial employment to him
and, perhaps, he was getting more money,
-or perhaps he was an indifterent turner;
it mattered not. He was in good employ-
ment, and there was no excess of furners
in Western Ausiralia. In regard to fit-
ters, Mr. Ives knew of bwo filters out of
employment, one at Fremantle and one at
Kalgoorlie. Tn connection with machinists
he knew of a machinist at present doing
wharf repairs. 8o it went on, showing
clearly that the labour market was not
overstocked in connection with skilled
labour, as the Premier would have mem-
bers believe. It was absurd to contend
that because there happened to be one or
two men in a trade out of employvinent we
should immediately e¢lose down and say
that there was no room for skilled labour-
ers in Western Australia, A diversity of
cavses might account for men being out
of work: they were not all as skilled as
they professed to be. 1t was idle to con-
tend that becanse we had a few men who
were out of employment at the fime, al-
though this evidence showed there were
none at that time, we should immediately
close down our portals and refuse to
permit any man to come fo Western
Ausiralin.  This was a free counivy
the same as any other portion of Aus-
tralia, or any portion of the British
dominions. He would be sorty to see
any atlempt made to close our doors
against those who wished to throw in their
ot with ns. Qur very progress depended
on the steady influx of population, and
all the better if they came from the
Motherland. To turn briefly to the Esii-
mates themselves, he had not time to go
right through them, but he could say at
once that the Treasurer need have no fear
of opposition frow him in connection with
[48]
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his proposals. He proposed to expend
£2,450,000 up to the end of the next finan-
cial year, and he ventured to think it
would take the Treasurer all his time to
spend that money. FHowever, he hoped the
Treasurer would do his best. After all said
and done, we wanted these railways com-
pleted, we wanted the new railways which
the House had sanectioned put in hand as
soon as possible and carvied to completion.
We wanted the large expenditure that the
Premier had pointed out in connection
with existing railways taken in hand, and
the improvements, and above all we
wanted the rolling stock to equip the rail-
ways that had heen construeled, and equip
properly the existing lines to cavry the
traffiec. The implied hlame with regard to
locomotives was not really justified. Al-
though we had not imported any new loco-
motives intoe Western Australia for the
past eight years, during the rush time,
the hoom days some 15, 14, 13, and 12
years ago, large numbers of locomotives
and earringes and wagons were imported
into the State Lo overcome Lhe rush of
those days, and as the locomofives were
displaced or hecame too light for the traflie
for which they had been imporied they
were piled up in the warkshops yard at
Midland Junction, as members who had
been here a number of years could tes-
tify. On one ocension he {Mr. Wilson)
counted 60 locomotives in that yard. When
the late Government took office he im-
mediately insisted that these loeomotives
should be put into order and utilised.

Mr. Swan: Who was respensible for
their falling aut of repair?

AMr. FRANK WILSON: One supposed
it was the Tahour party who preceded us,
if one must say so. The Government in-
sisted that the locomofives should he put
in repair and uiilised, and as we ron-
structed spur agricultural lines we were
able to utilise ihe locomotives thalt were
considered too light for the main line
traflie. In a very short time we had the
whole of lhese locomotives running, and
not one eripple was to be seen in the hos-
pital at Midland Junetion.

The Minister for Mines: You did not
look very far ahead when vou have 1o get
68 locomotives al one time.
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Mr. FRANK WILSON : They were not
ordered at one time, and they were not
coming in all at ence.

The Minister for Mines:
tween now and June next.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If the hon.
member would look at the indents he
wonld find that lhe orders were spread
over 12 months, and the delivery was
spread over 12 months.  Already loeo-
motives had heen received which were
ordered in our {ime,

Mr. Heitmann: Why not bnild the
locomotives at Midland Junetion?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Tt was fo be
hoped the hon. member would not allow
the lines to starve until we could make
thenr.

Ar. Heitmanu: That is what vou did.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That was not
what we did. Tf the hon. menber wanted
50 fitters or (nrnervs to-day he conld not
get them. The Premier would not allow
them to come in.

The Minister for Mines: You were
building hundreds of miles of railway and
vou should have seen {he need for morve
locomotives.

A, FRANK WILSON: e did.

The Minister for Mines: The work-
shops at Midland Junetion were not able
to cope with them.

My. FRANK WILSON: The Minister
had never provided the extension, any-
how; he had done nothing up to ihe
present. The late Government had
ereated a demand for this rolling stoek,
which the present Government had op-
posed every time.

Mr. Underwood: There 1s a great de-
mand for more common-sense.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: And it could
not he got from the hon. mewmber. In re-
gard lo lhe waler supply, it was frue that
this was a burning question, bul it was
due 1o he dry season. The seiflers were
Iangnishing for want of water, and so
were the railways; the two lhinzs went
hand in hand. Afier 12 months of office
the present Governmeni would not be able
to show the rveeord that the late Govern-
ment, especially the late LMinister for
Lands, had put up in regard to the pro-
vision of dams and water supplies in the

Yes. or be-

[ASSEMBLY.]

agrienliural aress. It would take them all’
their time to put up a record anything
like that of the member for Northam, The:
greatest ohjection to be found in the Pre-
mier’s Estimates was that item in which
he gleoried. the cutting down of the reads
vote. That was conteavy to all the pro-
fessions and the attacks of hon. members
now on the Government side during pre-
vipus sessions, and previous years. The
ery had always been roised as to why the-
Government did not provide for roads,
and now the Premier, when he was in
oflice, had made very little provision. He:
had provided £34,000, and he had in-
creased the vote on the Revenue Esti-
mates by £7,000.

The Premier: More than £7.000; that
is on subsidies alone. There are two other:
ilems.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: What was the:
other item?

The Premier: There is a €10,000 in--
crense.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That made &
lotal of £41,000, but the late Government
had provided £30,000 out of Loan Funds
alone; and, therefore, in his expenditure
from revenue and loan eombined (he Pre-
mier did nol equal what the lale Govern-
ment~had cxpended merely from loan.
Roads were a neeessity, and if {he Pre-
mier was going to continue the syvsiem of
railway eonstruction—and {he Estimates
showed that he was going to continne the
policy of the late Government—then not-
withstanding his ountery against borrow-
ing for non-reproductive works, he was
bound to find money for the construetion
of rvoads, which were as essential for
agrienltural development as fthe railways
themszelves.  Tndeed, the railways could
nef prosper and be successful unless
roads were made. He was satisfied that
any Loan moneys expended on road con-
strunefion were equally as produetive and
reproductive as the expenditure whieh the
Premier glovied in for the development
of the mining industry. Tt mighl he that
we could not get a direrl revenue from
the roads, because the days of toll gates
were gone for ever, buf if we could erect
toll gates the yoads could be made direetly
productive, After all, why should Lhe
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‘Government refrain from expending loan
moneys on road constrmetion? Did they
not bring revenue into the railway sys-
tem? Every fon of produce that was
carfed to the railways brought additional
revenue to the Siate, and expenditure on
roads was a fair charge on the loan funds.
The delay in connection with the estah-
lishment of the sewerage works in Perth
-and Fremantle was, perhaps, more im-
aginary than real. Huge works of fhis
deseription fook many years to suceess-
fully inaugurate, and those members who
came from Vietoria would know that it
was over nine years before Melbourne
counld get the reticulation in econneciion
with the sewerage scheme staried.

Mr, Heitmann: There is no compari-
son helween the two places.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: There was a
comparison, because in Perth the setile-
ment was spread over a big area, and a
greal length of mains had to bhe con-
stroeted to serve a small populalion.

The Minister for Mines: The trouble is
they consiructed first works whieh could
have heen left till later.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That was so,
hut that did not justify ihe eharge made
by the Premier. If the works which had
been eonstructed first had been left for
a eonple of years the scheme would not
have been expedited.

The Minister for Works: It would have
saved interest.

Mr. FRANIX WILSOXN: The whole
amount was only a few thousand pounds.
A very few thousand pounds had heen
spent pechaps two vears earlier than was
necessary.

The Minister for AMines:
£30,000.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: The filter heds
had not cost £50,000.

The Premier: Those and the other
works did.

My, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
boasted of the good work he was doing,
but that was the work which the late Gov-
ernment had inaugurated last year. The
Premier came into power when the work
nangurated by the late Government had
reached such a stage that it was now
coming into effect, and the whole seheme

More  like
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hud been ¢arried on 1o such a pitch that
fhe houses could now be connected up
rapidly. Had the Premier organised the
sewerage scheme? Probably hie had never
been inside the sewerage office, and knew
nothing about it

The Premier: How much do you know
about it?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Having or-
ganised the whole thing be knew a gaod
deal about it. Tt was due to thal organi-
sation that rhe Premier was able to boast
of the expediiious work for which he was
taking eredit fo-day. In conclusion, he
only wished to say that he would assist
the Premier in passing his Estimaies, He
could have wished that the Loan Authori-
sation Bill had provided for a much
larger sum: he conld have wished still
move that the Premier had left Lis paltry
half a miilion off the local market and not
jeopardised the chance of making a sue-
cassful flotalion in London early next
spring——

The Premier: Do not worry.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: One counld
also wish (hat the Premier had {aken
Parliament and the conntry info his con-
Adence and given the Commiltee the in-
formalion they were entitled to as io how
this monexv had been raised, wheve it had
been raised, and what was the actnal eost
per cent. al the lalest date of the main-
rity of (he loan. That information mem-
bers were entilled to have, and it was
to be hoped that he would give it before
the end of the session. It was passing
strange that he should decline 10 impart
information of this sort, in which every-
one must be very deeply interested. Tt
was also passing strange——

The Minister for Mines: And yet ’tis
true.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: And yet it
was troe, that the Premier had played the
game very badly when he bad ¢ried from
the house tops before he went on the
market that he eould not get momey in
London or the Eastern States.

The Premier: I said nothing of the
sort.

My, FRANK WILSON: At any rate,
the Minister for Works had said if. Per-
haps when (he Premier had had a little
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more experience he wounld learn when to
keep his mouth closed and when to im-
part necessary and useful information to
the House and the country.

Mr. PRICE: It was very much to be
regretted that the Government, despite
the oft repeated asserlions of the mem-
bers of the Ministerial party that they
would do justice to every section of this
State, had undoubtedly exhibited in their
Estimates that same coneentration policy
as bad been sbhown by their predeces-
SOTS.

The Premier: There is £1,000 each for
Albany, Geraldten, and Bunbuwry for im-
proving the harbour facilities.

Mr., PRICE: Could the Premier show
where the item: was on the Estimates?

The Premier: It is a lump sum, and
is provided to inquire into and extend
the harbour faeilities.

Mr. PRICE: One could aceept the
Premier's assurance that ithe enormous
amonnt of £1,000 had been allocated.

The Premier: We have only six months
o go.

My, Nanson: ieraldion, and not Bun-
bury is there.

The PREMIER: Bunbury, Albany,
and Geraldton are included, and the
money is for preliminary inquiries in re-
gard to improvements to harbour facilities.

Mr. PRICE : Ewvidently, even mem-
bers of the present Government were nob
able to realise the actnal position with
regard to the ports of this State. The
sumt of £1,000 had been earmarked for
preliminary inquiries at Geraldton, Bun-
hory and Albany.  TWhat preliminary
inquiries did the Premier requive shonld
he made when at the present moment he
was in pussession of a telegram which
conclusively proved to lhim the urgent
and immediate necessity for doing some-
thing in conncetion with the jetty at Al-
bany, which was unsafe? The position
seemied {o be that, so long as the previous
Crovernment authorised certain works, or
placed them i hand, ihe Governwent,
carried these ouf, and that it did not
watler abowt others. It showed that the
preseni Government were prepared (o
follow the previous Government rather
than Jo justiece to the port which he
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(Mr. Price} was unfortunate, so far as.
Partiament was coneerned, to represent.
Year in and year out, the representa-
tives of (hat port had pleaded for justiee,
but, unfortunately, had never heen able
to secure it. To-day, shipping facilities
at Albany were n a disgraceful con-
dition, and he would wge hon. members
Lo ask themselves whether the trade did
not warrant at least justice being meted
out {o the port. If members turned to-
the Statistical Abstract, they would find
that the total trade of the various ont-
ports for the 8 months ended 31st August
last was :(—Albany, £570.236, Geraldton,
£202.97G, and Bunbury, £372,642. The
last named total was an increase over the
total trade of Albany of £2,400. Ther
came Broome with £103,000 and then
there was a drop fo Cossack.

Mr. Underwood @ Arve you mmssing
Purt Hedland?

Mr. PRICE : Port Hedland had the
enormous {rade of £32.000. From Broome,
the figures dwindled downward to £20,000
at Cossack, and then further still to be-
tween £3,000 and £4,000 at some of the
smaller ports. Bunbury, which had
£2.000 worth of trade more than Albany,
had £10,000 provided for a jelty exten-
siow, eleetric cranes, and a steam tng.
When one port received special considera-
tion, hon. members were told probably
that that port showed a considerable re-
turn for its trade. Tor the six months
ended 30th Jane, the fonnage at Albany
was 616,000 tons, and at Bunbury 148,000
tons.

Mr. Underwood : You are referring
{o the time when the American fleet were
theve.

Mr. PRICE: The Assistant Whip ap-
peared to be earning his salary by en-
deavouring to proteet the Government.
He (Mr. Price) had not previonsly re-
ferred to the tonnage, because it was not
a fair eriterion of the actual trade of &
port. The irade was the actual imports
and exports. The imports for Albany and
Bunbury, for (he ficst six months of the
present year, were, in the case of Albany,
£190.000, and Bunhury. £33.000, and the
exports were Albany £379.000, and Ban-
bury, £518,000. Tt was in their export
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trade that Bunbury outdistanced Albany,
but the revenue was greater to the State
from imports than from exports. Unfor-
tunziely for his claim, however, Bun-
bury had a harbour board, and conse-
quently the representative in Parliament
of that port was in the position of being
adie to turn up the annual veport of the
hoard 1o show what benefit to the State
Bunbury had been, and what profits had
been dervived from the trade. In the ease
of Albany, it was a maiter of impossi-
bilily for him to seeure reliable infor-
mation on that poiut,

The Minister for Mines :  Bunbury
hias coniributed to the public life of the
State. ,

Mr. PRICE: That might be evident to
the inteiligence of the Minister for Mines,
bl certainly ir was not a matier of yreat
moment. The posttion was that  ihere
was af Albany praetieally the snime {vade
as at the port of Bunbury, and whereas
in the one case the country had heen con-
tinually called upon to vote huge sums
of money to provide harbour facilities
and accommodation, in the otler ease
theve was a natural harbour, and all ihat
was asked was that reasonable faeilities
might be provided for ships, to enable
them to come in and load, and also dis-
charge their eargo. The plea for these
faeilities had been continually made, vet
members were now told ihat £1.000 had
been provided.

The Attorney General: Preliminary.

Mz, PRICE: We had been asked to
live for years on “preliminary.”

Mr. Male: How do they divide that
£1,0007

Ar. PHICTE: No idea could he given
by himv 1o the hon. member. IIe knew,
however, thai the expenditure of £1,000
at the port of Albany woitld be absolulely
useless. Was that all thai they were to
get for 12 monihs?

The Minister for Mines: Six months.

Mr. PRICK: It was 12 months, be-
cause there vould be no more expenditure
until further Loan Estimates were intro-
duced.

The Premier: Oh, yes.

My, PRICE: Tt was to be regretied,
excedingly, that forcing tacties would
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have to be adopted in the case of the
present Governmeni, just »s they lad
been necessary in the pasi. A good case
had heen made out for Albany, for years
past. It was well known now that the
deep-sea jetty at Albany was not safe
for shipping. Hundreds of pounds were
being spent theve, year by vear, to keep
the jefty even in a siale of usefulness,
and recenily the steamer “Kanowna” was
stranded in the harbour for uearly three
hours; not at the deep-water jetty, but,
still, at the jetty used by the inter-
state steamers, The piles in the deep-
water jetty were in wany instauces ealen
right through, and (lhiree weeks ngo some
of them snapped under the weight of an
engine, and the jJetty dropped four
inches. He very mueh regretted ihat le
should have been foreced to make this
matter public.

The Minister for Mines: Have you
brought it forward in any otlier way?

Mr. PRICE: Of course such a matter
would not come under the notice of the
Minister for Mines and Railways, although
as a maiter of fact the Railway Depart-
ment drew n pretty fair revenue from the
port of Albany. He trusted the Govern-
ment would see their way clear fo spend-
ing somelhing move than a thousand
pounds in making this harbonr reasonahly
useful. He had no wish to draw eompari-
sons between what had been done for Al-
bany and (he favour shown other poris,
but he eonid not help reflecting that (here
had been no harbour at all at Bunbury
until it was made at a cosl of something
like a million pounds.

My, Thomas: Tt pays good interest on
the £217.000 spent there.

Mr. PRICE: Did the hon. member seri-
ously ask the Committes {o believe that
the hou. member believed that £217,000
was the tolal cost of all the work in the
Bunhury harbonr? He would say again
that it was a very great pily the Govern-
meut had nol provided a reasonahle sum
to he expended on necessavy itprovemenis
in the harbour at Athany.

Mr. THOMAS: While in sympathy
with tlie wnnts of the member for Albany
he would strongly objeet Lo that hon, mem-
ber endeavonring to bolster up his own
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ease by refleeting on {he port of Run-

bury. Tn the matter of exporl fonnage
Bunbury stood fonrth in ihe Common-
wealth.  The total capilalisation of the

Bunbury harbour hoard was £217,000, and
after paying interest and sinking fund
and upkeep on the harbour they had re-
turned n profit last year of nearly €16,000.
They had paid donble the amouni ahsorbed
in interest and sinking fund on (hat har-
bour, so, however good lhe ecnse of the
hon. memher mighi be in regard to Al-
hany, it was not te be improved by en-
deavonring 1o reflect on Bunbwy. (Hane-
ing cursorily tlongh ihe Estimates he
found the Government had provided Bun-
ey with €23.000. Tt was not all (hat
the port deserved, but still it was some-
thing. The Ministry were acting wisely in
providing £1.000 for each of the two big
ports, for the purpose of securing expert
vepor{s on proposed large developmental
schemes before deciding upon  tackling
those schemes,  After all, anything that
wag heing done for Bunbury was merely
a menasure of jusiice. He hoped ihat be-
fore Parliament met next sesion the coui-
struetion of an inner harbour at Bunbury
would he in eourse of progress.

Mr. LEWIS: The Premier was to be
comgratulafed on the comprehensive man-
ner in whielt e had deall with the railway
proposals., and also upon his vemarks eon-
cerning the vote for agrienltural develop-
menf, and ihe policy of the late Gov-
ernmeni in rvegard {o immigraiion. Tt
was a pify that the lale Governmeni, whe
had been =0 keenly alive io the need for
population, had nef turned their energies
lo e  huoilding of new workshops in
whicel those 69 Joeomotives carlier veferred
to eonld have heen  mannfaciired. {hus
ereating profitable employment for very
many men.  The present Government had
already done a great deal. and it was
pleasing {o learn that an order foir 200
railway trucks had been given to a firm
at Mavlanda. During the last vear ilie
increaged  railway  revenue at Maylands
was €1.4066 and i was likely to be doubled
now lhese new works had staried. He
would like to kiow if provision was
to he made For regrading tlie South-
Western line and for duplicating between
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East Perth and Burswood =0 as to gi
something like reasonable faalities, T
Premier wasz to be congratulaled an |
slalement with reflerence 1o 1eciifvip
the injustice infiicted on a larce namh
of the vailway men by the methods of i
late Government in extending preferenti
treatment to juumigeants 50 far as zecu
ing emplayment was concerned. So-eall
agriculturists were given preferenii
treaiment in the Exisiing Lines brane
Seven engineers were recently engaged £
a term of three years at salaries exeeedir
those of men in the service sinve 184
They were given £270 for the first ves
£285 for the second vear and £300 for {l
third year, and their passages and tho
of iheir wives and families were pai
whereas for those whoe had been in ti
service for many years the maximum w:
£283. There were four men on £293, tvw
on £270, two on £260, and {wo on £21
and  their  dates of joining ihe servi
ranged from 1595 Lo 1907. Tlis clear
demonstrated that the immigrants, by re
son of receiving higher salaries. would |
senior lo those who were longer in Hl
employ of the departmeni. Thai was m
any encoaragement fo lhe men alread
employed in the department and renderin
faithful service for a numher of wvear
There were also instances of preferenc
to immigrants in the elerical staff. Or
man was recenily put on in the Trall
Manager’s office at £170¢ a vear. and a
old officer was displaced and sent awa
to ancther locality io make room f¢
him. This man arrived about the b«
oinning of Sepiember. Again, cadef
were deprived of opperlunily for pre
motion. Some cadets had served eigh
vears, ofhers a year less, and some Ky
vears, and their salarvies were €150 ¢
vear for one 23 yeavs of age, £L40 fo
one 24 vears of age. and €125 and £11
for twe of 21 vears of age. The immi
aranls heing placed in senior position
to these men. ihese cadets lost their chane
of promotion, and the azreement hrtwee
them and the departinent was absolutel
repudiated.  Again. in the wages sial
two men a couple of days afier arrivin;
in the Stale presevied themselves for em
plovment  with  arders for them o b
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given employment and to be permanently
employed, resuliing in easual hands heing
digpensed with in order to give these im-
migrants the preference. These orders,
of course, were got by some backstairs
influence, by someone v Lovdon writing
to the Traffic Manager to give this pre-
ference: and old residents of the State
in many instances were dispensed with
in order to make room for the newcomers.
A state of things like this was a disgrace
to any Government, and it was pleasing
the Premier was going to reetify these in-
stances. The Siate needed population,
and il was necessary to enepurage immi-
grants, but to give them preference over
oid residents was ahsolntely a disgrace
and =hounld be stopped. 1f we could not
work up an immigration scheme without
adopting methods such ag that, there could
he no justifieation for au Immigration

poliey.
Mr. GARDINER: In view of the
statement by the Premier to the

effect that all the North-West of the
State had received eonsideralion, it was
necessary Lo point out that it was disap-
pointing greater consideratton was not
yiven fo the North-West, even though the
present  (fovernment had probably pro-
vided a greater amount than these who
preceded them. Past Ministers absolutely
neglected the Nerth; they seemed fo view
it as a huge wildernesz with no possi-
bilities: and even with the present pro-
posals {he means provided were allogether
inadequate: in faeci, the expendilure now
proposed frain loan was oniv that which
was essenfial and could not be done with-
out on aceount of the departments having
been starved for money in the past. The
North-Wesl was abounding in possibili-
ties and mineral resonrces which eould
never be developed unless there was a
sympatheiic Governmentl whiel:  realised
there was a zood country there (hat weli
merited liberal expenditure for its de-
velopment. No great eounfry was ever
developed unless a large amount of money
was spent on it by the Government in en-
couraging people to go there and assist
to develop it. 'The harbour facilities in
the Norih-West were aliogether inade-
guaie, particulavly in Quoslow. Adjacent

to Onslow there were magnificent mines
which, situated in any other part of Aus-
tralia, would be employing a large num-
ber of men and would be a valuable asset
fo the conntry, buf which were lying idle
now because of the enormouns expense
involved in putting the mineral ores on
the market so as to have them treated.
There were large haulage eharges to the
port. and, after paying wharfage and
handling chavges, there was a charge of
138, a ton to pul the ore on a hoat which
probably anchoved a third of a mile from
the shore. Thoungh the erection of a jefty
wounld involve considerable expenditure it
would be justified, and it was disappoinl-
ing the Government had not seen their
way clear to providing something for the
witial cost of the work. Nol only was
Onslow surrounded by rvieh mineral re-
sources but it was a disbnbuling centre
for a large pasloral distriet with thou-
sands of sheep and a considerable number
of cattle; but while the people of the
metropolis  were crving out for cheap
meat, il was absolutely impossible for
the people in the Onslow distriet to place
the stock on the market, owing to the
laek of jetiy accommodation. The stock
had fto be overlanded to Carnarvon or
Point Sampson, but (hat was altogether
impossible in this dry season. If there
shonld be a drvought in the distriet the
atock must remain to perish, becanse there
was absolulely no means, even if special
boats were chartered, for shipping the
stoel.  'Fle construction of the jelly was
absolutely warranted. The expense might
be great, but the possibilities of the coun-
iry were great. No doubt Onslow was
subject lo severe blows, but that could be
said of any port in the North-West. No
preat damage had been done by the
stormis to the jetty at Point Sampson.
Mr. 8. J. STUBBS: The Government
were to be eongratnlated on the pro-
neuncement made in rezard to immi-
gration. Tt was not the people of the
State who had been ohjecling to (he im-
migration policy of the past, but his ex-
experience during the eleetion campaign
was that it was the people hrought out by
the Government who had made the great-
est outery agains, the sysiem. e wished
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to refer to the unwarranted and unmanly
.attack made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion on 2 wost desirable cilizen of Ibe
Btate. This was not the first time he had
heard the same gentleman make an attack
on this citizen. It was to be deprecaied
that the leader of the Opposition should,
on every oceasion, make an attack on Mr,
MeCallum, who had not the opportunity
to reply in this Chamber. The letter
whiclh Lhe leader of the Opposition stated
contained so many falsehoods was pub-
lished extensively in the newspapers, and
side by side with Lhe letter were comments
by the laté Premier, and the public had
an opportunity of judging which state-
ment was right and whieh was wrong,
and the result was the pronocuncement by
the people of the country on the question
at the late election. This was one of ihe
preatest guestions dealt with during the
election, and lis expeitenee was the ex-
perience of every candidate during the
campaign: that ai every meeling he ad-
dressed the people desired to heqr some-
thing on the immigration question. From
the time (he leiter of Mr. MeCallun was
pitblished lie quoled it, and the people
knew its conients, and the vast majority
of ile people endorsed the sentiments of
Mr. McCallum. That letter was promp-
ted by a very misleading stalement in a
Lotdon newspaper, and he wished {o
quole art of the letler published in T.on-
don, which ecalled for a reply by Mr.
MeCallum.  The leiler was published in
the Daily Frpress, and contained the fol-
lowing statemenfs :—

Vacancies exist in all manufacturing
trades for skilled mechanies thronghout
the State of Western Australia. Those
immediately interested are ecabinet-
makers. confectioners and =ugar hoilers,
ironmoulders, fiiters and {nrners. hlack-
smiths and hodvmakers. lead light eut-
ters and glaziers, smiths’ wheelwrighis,
art wicker workers. chemical lead burn-
ers. flonr millers, watehmakers, jewel-
lers and engravers. cigar and cigarelte
makers. eoopers.  plumbers,  copper-
smiths and sheet-ivon workers, tvpo-
graphieal operators and printers,

This was the lefter published under the
signatnre of the secrelary of the Cham-
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ber of Manufaciures, and this letter called
forth the reply sent by Mr. MeCallum.
He wonld read part of the reply by Mr.
MeCallum, and he asked members 1o say
if every word in the 1eply was not the
deep feeling and conscientious belief of
the greal majority of the people in the
State, Mr, MeCallum wrote—

From reading adveriisemenis of this
najure one would wnaturally econclude
that extensive industries in these eall-
ings must exist, and the seope for the
arfisan was unbhounded. To place the
position that the immigrant will have
fo face when he arrives liere, a few fio-
ures as ta (he number of men employed
in this Siate at some of these callings
will perhaps be the most effective. That
of confectionery for a start. The law
of Western .Australia, governing the
registration of trade unions, fixes the
minimum number of members neces-
sary at fifteen (15)., Would it sur-
prise you te know that the combined
confectioners and sugar boilers of this
State were unable to muster 15 in order
to register a union?

He asked members was that statement
true or was it false? Nohody in the
Siate wonld have (he comrage to sav that
the statement by Mr, MeCallum was rot
trne. He went on to say—
The same applies to lead light cntiers
and olazicrs.  Chemieal lead humers
are not known in ihe State at all,
Ciear and cigaretie faetories in Wes-
tern Augtralin ewplox practically no
labanr, heing confined (o small estah-
Inzshments in which the owner does his
owh work. Tn faei, T do not know of
one single cigarelte factory in the Siafe.
Was {hat siatement trne or false? No
one would deny the truth of it. The
letler went on tn say—
Watchmaking is praelieally  confined
to repairs, and is mainly done hy vonlhs.
Coapers fried hard here for vears to
establish a wnion. hut owing to the faet
that there are less than 15 employed
in the State, even in the husy seasou,
thev were nnsueeessful: in the slack
partion of the year their wumhers are
radueed to six or seven, ‘Fhe supply
of Taeal lahour for the iron irades as
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a whole has always been equal, and
during ninetenths of the vear greatly
in exeess of the demand.
That statement. he thought, was
true. It wenr on— -
This advertisement, no doubt, origi-
nated from the fact that some of these
men demanded a rise in wages which the
employers refused, and in consequence
the men lefl their employ. It is to take
the place of these men at reduced
wages that Englishmen are wanted
here. To speak plainly, the employers
want to use them as blacklegs. The
priniing (rade has never been able to
fully employ the labour available.
My, MeCallum would have practical know-
ledge of that, because be belonged to
the trade. He (Mr., Stubbs) had been
approached only quite recently by men
belonging to this trade, who were walking
about the streets of Perth and not able
to find employment. He had precisely
the same experience sinee he had been re-
turned as member of lhe House. He
found on every occasion he went out
he met some man who was anxious that
-he {(Mr. Stubbs) would use his influ-
ence lo find employment for him. Did
that sltow Chat there was any neceessiby
to induce people to come to the State,
or {o bring them hecre at the expense of
the taxpavers? Ie wished to quote one
or two remarks to show Mr. MeCallnm
had arted fairly and squavely before the
people of the old country. AMr. MeCallum
at the conelusion of his letter. said-—
Australia wants population, but she
has no room for town workers. Aus-
tralia wanis settlers, and to he success-
ful they must have monev and he pre-
pared for hard, solid work . . . . Our
opponenis have one objeet in view, and
that is to bring down the wages. We
have the same fght here as the workers
have in other countries. Those who
oppnse us here are the ones who desire
to entice Bnglishmen out. They will
eram the towns full of workers, foree
up the house rents, and lower wayes,
Was not that the effect Lhat this immi-
gration policy, which had been indulged
in, had had on the State. Were not house
rents at the present time out of all pro-

also
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portion to the wages e¢arned by the
peuple? Did we not find that wages were
being decreased? Only last week or the
week hefore the Arbitralion Court fixed
a rate of pay which he believed io be one
of the lowest in Australia for the same
class of work, namely, £2 15s. for 56 hours
for huirdressers. That proved that the
ehject of bringing workers aere indis-
criminately was to lower wages and to
foree up house rents. There were one or
{two other aspeets of the immigration
scheme le would like fo draw attention
to. A letter came into lis possession
written by a gentleman who had come to
the Stale, and it was written even before
{he person reached Fremantle, when the
hoat was gne day’s journey from IFre-
mantle.  The gentleman whoe wrote the
letter had paid his farc out, and this was
what he wrote o a friend at Home, to
eive him an idea of this great immigva-
tion poliev. The letter reads—

Yon ean come out a great deal
cheaper than 1 have, in faet, you can
cume ont for £3, and have £3 returned
on landing. There are 430 passengers *
on this ship, and only 23 of them have
paid full fare, the rest are travelling
as assisted passengers.  The way to
manage it 15 this: write to the Agent
Cteneral for Western Australia, Queen
Vietoria-street, TLondon, asking for
forms for an nssisted passage. and he
will gend you two forms to be filled up
by Farmers, and then vou will have to
aet a medical certificate as to health.
Then yon send the lot back again to
London, and in reply you will reecive in-
struetions to go to one of the ngents in
Manchester and pay your £5, and re-
ceive your passage papers. You will have
no need to be frightened of doing this,
becavwse out of the 425 assisted pas-
sengers on this hoat there are not 10
zenuine farm fabourers. There ave all
soris mixed up in the erowd, fitters,
furners. boilermalkers, coach builders,
moulders, in faet sowme of them are
traveiling under false names, so you see
there is very little difficulty in getting
an assisted passage.

With reward to medieal certificates and
false names, he wanted to point ouf the
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position to members. He did not believe
it was well known in the State what sort
of business was being built up in London.
This was one of the things the Govern-
ment eould well take in hand immedia-
tely. They could well abolish the system
of medical examinations at the other end,
and the medical examination should be
made here. He believed if proper medi-
cal examination was insisted on at this
end we would not have the number which,
unfortunately, we had to-day eoming out
here and had since become a charge on
the State. As to the medical examination
and false names, it was well known by
those who had gone into the matter that
eerlain people were desirous of coming
out here but conld not pass an examina-
tion. It was an easy matter for them
to get some other person to pass the
examination and get their certificate, and
travel under their name. He believed a
fairly extensive and lucrative business
was being built up in London by getting
medical certificates and selling them to
immigrants for Australin. This should
.be altered, because none of the people
wonld attempt to come out unless they
were satisfied they eould pass an examina-
tion if the examination was insisted on
at Lhis end. He was pleased to hear the
pronouncement from the Government
that they did not intend to carry on the
indiseriminate immigration poliey. It
was to be hoped that they would take the
matter into counsideration, and, perhaps,
it might save this eonntry from getting
more persons here who might become a
charge on the State. There was another
matier he would like to deal with, and
that was in regard to the sewerage sys-
tem. Some mention had been made of
it, but be wanted to draw the Minister’s
attention to a letter published in this
morning’s newspaper. He believed there
was some truth in the letter, He (Mr.
Stubbs) bhad paid a visit to the filter
beds af Bayswater some time agoe. This
letter said the baeteria in the filter beds
was not working, and as a consequence
the sulid matter that got to the filter beds
was not being disposed of. The letter
said that a pipe had to be eonnected from
the water main to flush out the filter

‘seaveity of labour.
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beds. If there was any truth in the state-
ment if was very serious. It was just as
well that this should be mentioned here,
so that if there was no truth in ihe letter
it eould go forth to the public.  Unless
the letter was coniradicted in a way that
it would reach the people promptly there
was going to be consternalion created
amongst the ecitizens of the metropolitan
area.

Mr. HARPER: It was regrettable that
the member for Subiace should eomplain
abont the Government being committed
to an immigration policy. From one end
of this State to the other there was a
great dearth of labour.

Mr. Munste: What sort?

Mr. HARPER: All classes.

My, Munsie: You ought to be looking
for work,

Mr. HARPER: Miners were scaree
throughout Western Australia and some
mines had closed down on acecount of the
There were many
men working in the mines who knew no-
thing at all about mining. Immigration
was the most important question before
the people of Western Australia. Do-
mestic servants were scarce and farm
hands were practieally unobtainable.
Many people had advertised in vain for
harvesters and shéarers, in faet, farm
labour of all deseriptions, and along the
Great Southern line farmers were paying
35s. per hundred to have their sheep shorn,
and were giving 8s. and 9s. per day to
new chums from the United Kingdom.
It shonld be understood that farm hands
were very searce in England, Treland, and
Secotland.  The conditions had changed
wonderfully during reeent years, and
there were many other countries besides
Australia encouraging English agricul-
tural labourers to emigrate.  For that
reason, the Immigration Department had
a very diffieult task in getting sunitable
immigrants for Western Aunstralia. The
State must be contented to take what it
could get, but at the same time picking
the best that were obtainable. It was im-
possible to get exactly the class of work-
ers which we required. At the same
time he had rvecently seen a number
of immigranis working on ihe relaying
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of the Great Squthern railway, and
they were a eredit to those who had
introduced them. They were good -work-
ers and were well behaved, even on pay
nights, notwithstanding that a hotel was
within a.short distance of their camp.
He hoped that many of their kind would
be brought into the State. He congratu-
lated the Government on their bold public
works poliey. They were continuing the
policy of their predecessors, and he was
agreeably surprised. At the same time,
it was absolutely useless to borrow money
and pass railway measures unless we had
the people to earry out the work, The
lowest paid men in the building trade in
this State received 13s. per day, and al-
thongh much had been heard about work-
ers’ dwellings, the worker would be ill-
advised to build at the present time, con-
sidering the high cost of labour and ma-
terial. Those who built cottages would
have to pay interest on the money they
borrowed, and if they had to pay interest
on the exorbitant costs at the present time
rents must be high. He considered it a
dangerous policy to build whilst the ex-
isting dearth of labour continued, Thou-
sands of domestic servants were required
in this State, and why should not people
be able fo come here where there was a
good home and good pay?

Mr. Lander: What hours do they work?

Mr. HARPER: They worked very easy
hours. At any rate, if they did work
long hours it was their own fanlt, because
there were hundreds of situations to
choose from. A few evenings ago the
member for Forrest had remarked on the
magnificent wages which the timber work-
ers were earning, but it must be recol-
lected that those expensive conditions
must necessarily affect every other part
of railway construction. In connection
with the railway being construeted in the
Kojonup distriet, very few men would
work for the standard wage of 10s. per
day: they preferred piecework and were
able to earn 17s. and 18s. per day. Bear-
ing these things in mind, an immigration
policy was a paramount econsideration.
The Government could not build rail-
ways unless they had labour, and as the
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Premier had announced, we had three or
fowr years of railway construction al-
ready mapped ont. A great deal bad
been said about not getting the eclass of
immigrant required, but it was not easy
for a new arrival to fit himself at once
1o the conditions of this ecountry. The
imported workers had intelligence, and
they and those who employed them must
have patience. It could not be expected
that people from a country 12,000 miles
away wonld be acquainted with the condi-
tions of this couniry; therefore, these
people should be given a fair amount of
consideration, In reference to the eriti-
¢isms by the member for Subiaco of the
manufacturing establishments in this
State, prior to Federation manufactoring
had been going ahead rapidly, but since
Federation, owing to the opening of our
ports to the preducts of the Eastern
States, where labour was much cheaper,
manufacturing in this country bad gone
down materially and the State had suf-
fered to a great extent. That had been
largely brought about by Mr. MeCallum
and those whom he supported.

Mr, Munsie: A few months ago you
were landing Federalion and trying to get
into the Federal Parliament.

Mr. HARPER : That was not so;
Federation had always been opposed by
him. Referenee had been made to Mr.
MeCallum, the secretary of the Trades
and Labour Council and, to his mind, that
gentleman had done this country a great
injustice. Hon. members on the Govern-
ment side must know that the workers in
England would take a serious view of
such a statement by one who was so high
an authority in labour cireles.

Mr. Heitmann: You have not proved
the statements untrue.

Mr. HARPER: The statements were
untrue, and with regard to labour in this
State the Commonwealth Statistician
clearly proved that we paid on the aver-
age in Western Australia £50 more than
was paid in Victoria. The exact average
wage in Victoria was £68 and in Western
Australia £118; and manufaeturing in
this State eould not go ahead while our
ports were open to the Eastern States,
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which paid at least £1 a week less in
wages.

Mr. Thomas: What are you going to
do; reduce the wages here to their level?

Mr. HARPER: Endeavours should be
made to raise the standard of wages in
the Eastern States. The letter written by
Mr. McCallum was most unfair. Whilst
it was true that many of the immigrants
who came inte the eountry were not of
the class we desired, still no matter what
supervision or inspection was carried out,
some undesirables would get in.

Mr. Underwood: They get into Parlia-
ment even.

Mr. HARPER : Some of them were be-
fore him now. Thers was no desire on
his part to say much more on this ques-
tion, except that he would like to see im-
migration of all classes encounraged.

Mr. DOOLEY: When the Premier in-
troduced the Loan Estimates earlier in
the evening, he, unfortunately, had not
been able to be present, consequently he
was sowmewhat at a loss with regard to
many items, eoncerning which informa-
tion had been given. One particular
matter which struek him with amazement
was that only £40,000 had been provided
for the Wongan Hills-Mullewa railway.
He did not know whether the Premier
had made any reference in the direetion
of starting that railway line from both
ends. Tt was a very necessary work, and
one which the settlers at the Mullewa
end expected wounld be given effect to on
the strength of the fact that the late
Premier gave the assuranee that the rail-
way wonld be started from the Mullewa
end simultaneously with the Wongan
Hills end.

The Minister for Lands: He certainly
did not give that assurance.

*Mr. DOOLEY: The information which
had been supplied to him was that the ex-
Premier did give that assurance. Whether
the promise was made er not it roust
appeal to the Ministry that it was desir-
able that this work shomld be commenced
at hoth ends. Tt had been said that the
cost of taking material to Mullewa wounld
inerease the cost of the railway consider-
ably. In his opinion that was not so.
Sleepers conld be taken from the South-
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West around to Geraldton, and then sent
on to Mullewa, a matter of about 63 miles,
just as cheaply as ihey could be taken
along the Eastern railway, and then to
Wongan Hills, With regard to rails and
fastenings, they had to be brought over-
sea and it would bhe far cheaper to un-
load them at Geraldton and then send
them on to Mullewa than it would be to
forward them on to Wongan BHills from
a southern port. We shonld remember
that those people around Mullewa were
new settlers and through the drought
were suffering a considerable hardship.
All were poor men, but at the same time
they were a very fine type of farmer.
These pecple would have to he given
facilities to get their produce to market.
At the present time they were quite with-
out facilities, and if these were not
afforded they would have to leave their
areas in the near future. If the railway
was started from Wongan Hills only it
would mean that it would be a matter of
a couple of years at the earliest before
the people around Morawa wonld be
served. There were about 100 or 150
settlers along the route of that line be-
tween 60 and 70 miles from Mullewa, and
when we remembered that they had sev-
eral thonsand aeres nnder erop, which of
course has been a failure this vear, it
would be seen that they were all bona
fide setilers. TWith regard to immigration
the vote should be considerably reduced,
becanse we had not been ahle to absorb
all the immigranis who had been hrounght
to this country. We knew well that our
towns, not only Perth and Fremantle but
the inland fowns, had been swamped with
immigrants who had come ont ostensibly
to settle on the land. These people had
been iried on the land and had heen found
wanting. The previous Government were
not long in finding this out, and the resnlt
was that to bolster up their immigration
seheme they exploited varions Govern-
ment departments, and wherever they
eould get an opening they put the immi-
grants into those departments over the
heads sometimes of men who were already
there, and also in preference to Austra-
lians. That was & most unfair thing fo
do. Time and again if had been found
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ibat preference  fo  immigrants bad
been given. We had heard abount the ery
-of preference to unionists; that was a
bogey whieh would not stand analysis,
but what would be said of the preference
which was being displayed fo iramigrants?
‘The thing stood condemned. Many of
these men had been put into departments
irvespeclive of their eompetency or capa-
bility. So far as the Midland workshops
were coheerned, there were men there wlho
were praciically learuning their trade.
The conditions were so  different
from whal (hey had been accustomed
to Lhat these men had not proved
themselves nearly so  good as  our
own workers, and yet they were drawing
the same wages. 1In the Ceraldlon
-eleetorate he had beeu told that the agri-
cultural immigrant was not nearly sach
a capable man as the Australian, there-
fore it was nearly time that greater con-
-sideration was given to the question of
the proper selection of Immigrants. He
-agreed that population was required. By
-all means we shonld encourage immigra-
tion, bat before people were landed on
our shores we should see that there was
work for them to do, and that they wounld
not be joekeying other people out of jobs.
When the Government were opening up
-areas they should arrange to send c¢amps
of immigrants to those areas to clear
them, and make them ready for cunltiva-
tion. By so doing they would he aiving
the immigrants some experience and pre-
pare them for an agrienltural life, and at
‘the sante time providing them with means
of earning sufficient money to enahle
them to start for themselves.

Mr. MITCHELL : The Premier
was to he congraiulaled on his pluek.
Before the elections na one had an

idea that the Premier would rfome down
‘with a Loan Bill of 2146 millions. Tt might
easilv have been the Loan Bill of the pre-
vions Government. After lislening to the
several speeches it was elear that immi-
gration wag in the minds of all. The pre-
vious speaker snewgested that (he Govern-
nment should employ immigraniz in pre-
poring areas for ecultivalion. Thal, how-
ever, did not answer the Premier's remarks
avhien he said that the late Government had
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established relief works. The most the
late Glovernment ever did was to ask the
Works Departmeni to prepare works as
soon as possible in order that immigranis
might he absorbed in the event of lhere
being a shoringe of labonr. How could
we fear eompelition in this great counlry
which had so much work fo do? Could
this Stale progress without work?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who is afraid?

Mr. MITCHELL: The hon. wmembers
who sat on ihe front Treasury beuch.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We are afraid
Lo bring people here io starve.

Me. MITCHIELL: The hon. member
had declared ihal before he would consent
to bring people out here a guarantee of
nine months’ employment would have 1o
be aiven,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: T want proof of
their gennineness.

Are. MTT'CHELL: The hon. member
wanted to bring immigrants ow ander
confract,  How many of the English
setflers had proved to be nnsnifable? But
very few indeed. On the other hand. if
the Honorary Minister thought he eould
bring out 10,000 people and find all of
them to be zood wmen, he was mueh mis-
takeu.

Hoen, W. C. Angwin (Honorvary Min-
ister): I am not woing to bring out
golicitors’ elerks as farm labourers.

Mre. MITCHELL: Sir Newton Moore
lhad exercized greai earve in the seleetion
of the men, and our immigration poliey
had undounbtedly proved suecessful. He
{Myr. Mitehell) had personally seen many
of these newromers at work on the land,
bravely faeing all the discomforts inci-
dental to the early stages of land settle-
ment, A reasonable system of jwmicra-
tion eould not be safely stopped. for it
wonld maan disaster to the country: to
check immigration wonld be to retard the
development of the State, The previous
Labour Administration had left the coun-
fry in a state of chaos.

The Minister for
wrong.

Mr. MITCHELL: And their sneces-
sors had had 1o start relief works with a
erent many fewer people in the Riate
than there weve to-day.

Lands: That is



1434 {ASSEMBLY.]
Hon. W. €. Angwin:  Those relief hon. gentleman had arranged for the re-

works weve slarted {livee yvears after you
took olfice,

Mr. MITCHELL: Thalt was noi so.
Ministers could continne (o bring in a
thiou<and preople a month without any fear
of lack of emiployment. The more men
emiploved, the more employment would be
offering. The prosperity that had come
to this country as the result of the work
of the late Ministry conld never have been
ailained had the late Ministers refused lo
undertake a reasonable system of immi-
gration. Had those Minisiers remained in
office ihis policy would hiave gone on, not-
withstanding which wages would neot have
been decreased by reason of competition.
In ihe present insianee Ministers were
wise in checking immigration, becanse they
foresnw what was going (o happen nnder
their policy. Ministeis and their sup-
porters had discuszed these fueslions mosi
unfairvly, for the late Alnistry had been
ever anxious to have emploviment {o give
in case it shounld prove necessary. Last
yearr be, as Minister for Lands, had sold
two million acres of land. How was that
vast area of land to be improved if he
were uoi o he allowed 1o bring in work-
evs to improve it ?

The Minister for lands:
{romble in gelting workers.

My, MITCHELL: The Minister would
have trouble if this immigration peliey
were stopped.  One hen. mewber had com-
plained that his rent was increased be-
canse people were coming into the coun-
try. How could we have high renis it the
plare were nol prosperous?

The Premier: The landlords are pros-
perous.

M. MITCHELL: The Premier him-
self, it was understood. was now building
houses.  We would =ee bow, in the conrse
of time, the Premier regarded this gues-
tion fram the point of view of the land-
lowd. The workers to-day were gmetfing
vervy muoeh higher wages than they had re-
ceived before the inauguration of the im-
migration policy. Why. then, should we
not go on with the peliex that had in-
crensed wages? The late Colonial Secre-
tary had handled this work magnificently.
and had left il in gond going order. That

1 have no

ception of immigrants on arrival. and
forfunately he had mwade arrancements
for the passages of a larme number of
people still o eome in.

The Premier: We have had to apply
to the Federnl authorities ro deport a few
that he brought in.

Mr. MITCHELL: Even if that were
so. what were one or {wo out of 10,0007
The Premier kuew thai the great bulk of
the people brought out were splendid men
and good citizens; thal lhey were getting
along very well.

The Minister for Lands: They would
be geiting along heiter if some of your
friends paid them better wages. Some are
paying then 10s, a week.

Mr. Broun: Can you give us an in-
stanee of such n wage?

The Minister for Tands:
number of instances.

Mr. MITCHELL: One could under-
stand the Minister’s friends gebiing men
for noihing at all if they had the oppor-
tumnity.

The Minister for Lauds: Ask vour
manager what he is paving on vour farm
ontside of Meckering,

Mr. MITCHIZLL: s a matter of faet
he (Mr. Mitehell) had no such farm. He
har no iuterest in any estate oniside dMee-
kering.

The Minister for Lands: You did have.

Mr. MITCHELL: Years ago, hut not
now, and no one knew it better than the
Minister for Lands. Few men in the Nor.
tham district got less than 8s. a day,
which was a fair wage for farming work
when paid all the year round. One heard
a lot of talk about 10s. a week, but the
average farmer emploved very few men,
and employer and employvee zot lo know
each other well, and ate at the same table,
and the eonditions of the emplovees were
more satisfactory than those of men on
the goldfields. The immigration policy
of the present Government was an abso-
lute sham, If ithey relarded immigration
it wonld check enferprise and throw the
eonntry into a sinte of chaos as 1l was
ai the time of (he previous Labour Admin-
istration. 1t was to be hoped that when
the next Loan Estimates were prepared

I know of a
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the Ministers would not forget the need
for providing a harbour at Nernalup, It
was the port for country with splendid
limber and magnificent soil, and the har-
bour should nol remain unopened mueh
longer. Ii was the duiy of the Govern-
ment to provide an outlet for the people
who would settle there and for the timber
that could be got near theve,

Mr, Price: Is it not the best policy to
.attend fo the ports we already have?

Mr. MITCHEILL: There was no need
to neglect the ports we had. We should
-ecomplete the facilities at our existing
ports, and at the same time open up the
port at Nornalup. Tt was a pity the Min-
ister proposed to spend so littla on ahat-
toirs and cold storage during the nest six
months. The Minister should inform the
Committee whether it was intended to o
on with the abatteirs at North Fremantle,
and as to the intention of the Government
generally with rezard to abattoirs for the
matropolitan avea and for expori.  The
decision of TParliament that the Gpv-
ernment  should erect their own works
and abattoirs at  North Fremanile,
showld  he abided hy. There was
something of inferest said in  this
connection at  Midland  Junetion, but
if Ministers consulted the opinion of the
Committee they would find it was that the
Midland Junetion works should not he
built for the metropolitan markei, bhut
that the erection of works at North Fre-
‘mantle for the metrvopolitan snpply and
for export should he faced. Why was
there not more monev on the Fstimates
for the Wongan Hills-Muallewa railwav?
Because hnndreds of farmers had setiled
on the ronte and were told they might ex-
pect a railway. The previons Govern-
ment had pnt through the Bill anthorising
_ its construetion, and it was not just that

it should he delayed a moment longer than
‘necessary; in fact tha line should be
started from hoth ends and put through
just. as speedily as possihle. The people
on the route shonld be told the exact in-
tentions of the Government in regard to
the matter. as to whether the line was to
he bnilt now or in five vears® time. Most
assoredly when Parliament passed the Bill
the people were justified in ooing on with
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their work of development, and were they
now to be left stranded on that country
between Mullewa and \Wougan Hills?
There was a provision for £30,000 for
roads; but the Government must face the
quesiion of making new roads in the new
agrienltural areas, and they should spend
a vast sum of money in naking roads
giving nceess to the railways. There were
hundreds of miles of roads to make in
the Avon electorate and a millien of
money would not be wore than enough v
make these roads. The Government
shonld take the vesponsibility of making,
roads in new disiviets, Seeing new settlers
were exempl from taxation for iwo vears,
it made the Govermmnent aceept the respon-
sibility for openitg up lhese dislvicts, and
it was a responsibility they should fare
hy some comprehensive scheme and hy
providing a snbstantial sum on the T.oan
Fslimates, As there eould be no more
reproductive work than a road—not tha
it was directly reprodnetive, bul because
it made seillement possihle nnd increased
the number of taxpayers—we were per-
fectly justified in borrawing money fot
the purpose, Tt was ceviainly the rorrert
atiitude to take that the user of the road
should payv for the read. but once a voad
was pnt down it was there for all iime,
and with the sinking fund, such as was
provided, it was ¢uite legitimate to hor-
row monev for making these voads which
people conld nse while fhe loan was being
paid off. Tt was absolutely wrong to eall
upen the taxpavers. alveady hearving a
tremendous burden in this direction. lo
provide all the money required to open up
roads in the areas now sold and abont to
be sold. The roads must he made and the
money must be provided somehow. and
the Government should fnce |heir rexnon-
sibility and provide it to make roads for
the farmers. The farmers could not do
it Fhemselves, and the roads hoards eould
not do all the work, as development was
going on far too rapidly; therefore the
£30,000 provided was a inere baga-
telle on what was vrequired. The
Government hnd adopted their predeces-
sors’ policy of railway bnildine: they
should also adopt Iheir predecessors?
idens in regard o ile making of roads,
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aud nol make railways unless they pro-
vided the people with fairly good roads.
The voads were particularly bad in the
Avon district, and particularly costly to
make at all reasonably good. The Agri-
cultural Bank was lending money to the
farmers io develop iheir holdings, and
they were developing them verv vapidly.
bur very litile conld be done by them un-
less expenditwre on rond epnsiruciion was
passed. The need for voad econstruection
extended from the Muvehizon River to
Albany, a {remendous area needing aiten-
tion. 1t was t{o be hoped the Minister
for Lands would carry ouni the irriga-
tion zchemes mentioned. The Bunhuwry
water scheme and irrigation should be
underiaken, and irrigation should be com-
menced at Harvey., where there was a
magnificent streteh of eitrous couniry, and
where. unless ihe secheme was going soon.
the people would suifer cousiderable loss.
Their requivement in this direction was
quile a recent discovery. hut it was fully
mquired info and nothing remained {o be
done hut for the present Ministry to find
the money and sel the scheme going. The
Premier was to be congratfulated on his
chanee of frout. Before the elections it
was fenved that if the present party gol
into power mosl of the works would be
stopned heeanse the party platform pro-
vided that no works shoutd bhe buill from
Loan Funds uniess they were of a repro-
duclive nafure; yet on these Loan Fsii-
mates apneared every class of work, right
down to buildings. The Premier did well
to follow the late Government in this ax
he had followed them in everything thai
had hrought eredit to the Government. Tt
would have been a sad thing for Wesiern
Aastralia if the policy of the country had
te he stopped in accordanee with fhe
tone of past speeches of members now on
the Government side. Tt was 1o be hoped
the works wonld he put in hand as spreed-
ily a= possihle, and partiealarly there
shonld be no delay in the construction of
the railways proposcd by the late Gov-
ernment. The farmers were vcilitied to
ask from the preseut CGovernment that
the policy of Lhe past Government in this
respecl should be conlinued, and that the
railways already anthorised by Parliament
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ghould be built ! once. Amoung these
railways there was none more urgently
needed than the Wickepin-Merredin, 1f
the Giovernment could be induced to hurry
on these works they would be doing jus-
fire to a class entitled to it. The Premier
musi be congratulated on {he advance
made in his idens during the (wu or three
months he had been in oflice.

Mr. DWYER: It seemed to him the:
speecltes from (he other side might very
well be veduced fo this syllogism: that
an increase of population was good for-
the State, and the cx-Premier’s immigra-
tion policy brought about an inerense of
population, therefore the ex-Premier’s im-
mizration policy was what was required.
Bul that syllogism when il was examined
was a fallaexy. Tt contained this fallacious
method of veasoning on what might he
termed major premisex, (hat an incrense
of population was wood fur ihe country.
Bul increase of population was only good
for a conntry under well-ordered civeum-
stances.  The time might come when an
increase of population was not good forr
the country, when we had an overstoeked
lahour markel. and in snelt eirenmstances
an inerease did nol pay. What we took
excepiion (o was fhat the inerease of
population brought about from external
cirernsiances was nof in the direetion ihe
eoitifiy recuived. We required additional
agrienliurisis but we were given addi-
tional compelitors in our frades as nr-
tisans. We required additions to those
who took on domesiic serviee bul we were
eiven very frequently those who came
from congested English towns and did not
under<iand (he conditions here and were
not suitable for the serviee requived. An
immigration policy condueleit on  pro-
per lines, hroad lines, suited lo the
needs and wants of fthe country,
would be good for the country, buf
an  immigralion  policy conducled ou
the lines of the ex-Premier was.
nol good for ns. 1L was in be hoped the
Premier wonld continur io advocale peo-
ple coming liere who were preparved to-
settle on the land and develop the re-
sources, and 1o disconrave {he Impoitation
of persons who overstorked the labour
ninrkei.  There wus no whjection al any
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(Mr. Male took the Chair.)

Mr. Broun: You know nothing about
it.

Mr. Harper: I will invite the hon.
member to come with me next Thursday
and I will show him over my place,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Beiter farming
propositions than those of the memhers
for Beverley and Pingelly had come under
his notice. e vepeated thai no agrieul-
turist provided accommodation for the
wives anud children of his employees.

Mr. Harper: Yes, T do.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Ol, fripe!

Mr. Harper: Will you come with me
vext Thursday?

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: In Vietoria and
New South Wales he had never found
thal the agricnlinrists provided aeeommeo-
dation where married men or several mar-

vied men could keep their wives and
families.

Me. Broun: There ave plenty of in-
staneces.

Mr. ODNDERWOQOD : The hon. member
might say so, but that gentleman and
Maud Dempster and the late Minister for
Lands had said that 23s. was the top
wage for agrieultural labourers,

Mr. Broun: I never paid it.

Me. UNDERWOOD: The hon. mem-
ber bad paid £1, and probably 13s. was
the limit for the member for Beverley.

Mr. Brouu: I never paid less than 30s.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD : That was not the
version of those who had received the
Lon. member’s pay. He (Mr. Underwood)
had received it in his young days and
left it. The farm labourers were entitled
to decent wages.

Mr. Harper:
pay?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Three pounds a
week.

Mr. Harper: I am paying that now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That might be
for one week and doubtless the employee
worked 24 hours a day. Farmers paid 25s.
a week, and no man conld keep a wife
and family as they should be kept on
25s. a week, even when a house was pro-
vided. His experience was that they paid
25¢. and provided a tent, and in some in-
stances he knew of, the workers slept

What wages wonld von
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under a tree. Before the (Government
continued spending money¥ in bringing
aut agricultural labourers, it should be
realised that the agricultoral labourer was
worthy of his hire. He must be paid a
wage which wonld enable him to live and
keep his wife in ordinary comfort, jnst
the same as a blacksmith, an engineer or
a bootmaker. e strongly protested
against the tdea that we were only im-
porting agrieoltural labourers. We had
any amount of am-ienltural labourers, and
when land owners of Western Australia
recognised fhat their workmen were
warthy of their hire they wonld then get
the hest possible Inhonr in the Slate. The
Government should drop the idea of im-
porting only agrieuttural labourers. We
required in Western Australia not only
immigrants, bul we required produelive
immigrants. so te speak, the men with
wives and families, and from lis experi-
cnce throughout Australia, more partieu-
larlv in this Stafe. there was no possible
chanee of an agricultural lahourer gefting
a wife and family. When agriculinrists
provided for wives and families we shonld
provide them with work., He strongly
protested against flooding ihe market
with lahourers and thereby culting down
wages. He hoped the Government recog-
nised that the lahonrer was eertainly en-
titled tn live.

Mr. TANDER: A lot of requests had
been made dnring the discussion on the
T.onn Estimntes, and it was his intention
to make a few as well. He represented
a small corner of the Stale which did not
require much. The soum of £22.000 was
set. down to be spenl on viver improve-
ments, and he would like to collar the
whele lof and spend it on the river fore-
shore to the north of the ecauseway.
There existed there whal might be in time
a menace o health. He referrved to lhe
filter beds. We had been told that the
bacteria had not heen working in these
beds. If that report was frne what sort
of germs were ihe Government geing
to let loose in that beautiful river of ours,
and they would not anly be in the river
hut. also on the banks, and to his mind it
would be most serious if these filter beds
should ever ecease working. He appealed
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to the Minister to allow the dredge to go
vp the river above the cavseway and
carry on its operations there. At the
present time these beds had a shallow
water frontage and only a small barge
could come down a narvow chanuvel which
had been cut through. It would be con-
ferring a blessing on I"erth and the whole
of the metropolitan area if the river in
that loeality were opened np. Another
thing he would like fo see the Govern-
ment take in hand. and which was a
menace to life and limh, was that splen-
did advertisement, the causeway. 1t was
always being left in a dangeous condition,
and neither the City Council nor
the Vietoria Park Council would take any
vesponsibility with regard to it. Although
the late Government had the power to
step in and wmake these bodies assume
some responsibility they did not do so.
He hoped the present Government would
have safficient backbone to step in when
the bridge again became in a dangerous
condition, and make both the municipal
bodies carry ocut the work, or else do it
themselves and charge it up to Consoli-
dated Revenne. T the Government
opened up the river that would be the
ieans of destroying the microbes on
these beds. The late Liberal Government
had allowed the ericket association to
hold 14%%4 acres of land unused, which
shonld have been taken from them and
converted into a park. Tt rested with
. the present Government now to do their
duty and clese on this property and
allow the public to have the use of it
A good deal lind been said about the
immigration question, but the maiter that
he would like to bring under notice was
that of the little immigrants who were
barn in the conntry and were then prae-
fically mnrdered.  Tf members did their
duty they wanld expose what was coing
on, There was an epidemie amongst the
infants at the present time, and it was a
very serious question. If inguiries were
made from medieal men and at the Child-
Ten's Hospilal it would be found that
there was a zerious stale of affairs in exisf-
ence o far as childven onder six monihs
of age were coneerned. A number of them
were dying at the present moment from
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what was known as inflammation of the
mucus membrane of the iniestines. Steps
should also be taken to reduce the mor-
tality amongst infants from other causes.
He congratulated the Government for the
step they were aboul to take in the diree-
tion of establishing sanatoria for con-
smnptives. It was satisfactory to note
that {he Government were about to erect
buildings within close distance of the
mefropolis, and that then both men and
women would be properly cared for.
These people onght to be as comfortable
as possible, and not ireated as though
they were in workhounses or almshouses.
Steps should also be taken to prevent the
disease being introduced into Western
Australia, and we should prohibit any
person suffering from it from landing on
our shores., He knew this had nothing
to do with Loan Estimates, but many
cthers had transgressed and he thought
he might be allowed to do the same.
Mr. MONGER moved—
Thot progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following resunlt:—

Ayes .. .. R
Noes - .. .27
Majority agzainst .. 20
AvEs,
Mr. Broun Mr. A E. Piesse

Mr. Harper Mr AL X, Piesse
Mr, Lefroy Mr. Allen

Mr. Monger (Tellery.

NoEga.

Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Mullany

Mr. Bolton Mr. Munsis

Mr. Carpenter Mr. Price

Mr. Colller : Mr. Scaddsn
AMr. Dwyer ] Mre. 13, 0. Eilubbs
- Mr, Foley Mr. Swan

Mr. Gardiner Mr. Taxlor

Mr. GIN Mr. Thomas

Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lander Mr. Walker
Mr. Lewis i Mr. Hettmann
Mr. McDonald {Teller).

|
!
Mr. Johnson | Mr, Turvey

Motion thus negatived,

Mr. TAYLOR ¢ For many vears we
had devoted monevs to the development
of our woldfichls. He would like to know
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from the Minister for Mines if it had
Deen decided to spend the sum set aside
for this purpose on lines different from
those which had been followed in the
past. Had the Minister devised any
scheme for opening up auny abandoned
fields known to bhe well worth anoilier
trinl? The Commitiee had always been
genevons in devoting moneys for develop-
mental work, whether in agriculiure ov
mining.

(Mr, Holman resumed the Chair.)

Mr. McDONALD : With one or two
exceptions each speaker had had a
grumble. e hoad a slight one. On the
whole, the promises of Ministers in re-
ard {o the North-Wesi had been ful-
filled, but Le was sorry to see that
Shark Bay was altogether unmentioned.
Shark Bay was a small place, and ifs
enlive trade for 1910 had only amounted
to £13,000; vet Shark Bay nndoubtedly
had ciaims, and the expenditure of two
or three hundred pounds in lengthening
the jetty was absolutely essential to the
intevests of the place. The inspector of
fisheries had reported in the warmest
terms on the possibilities of Shark Bay
as a fishing cenlre. Again, it only re-
ruired reasonable prospecting to bring
the Ashhurton and Gascovne goldfields
inte striking prominence; but these fields
were nol mentioned in the TEstimates.
The Minister mighl reasenably Jdo some-
thing for them, MHe wanld congralulate
Ministers on their intenlion to inquire
inie the native question.  The only way
of treating aborvigines in Western Aus-
tralia was hy a system of native reserves,
fo toke the form of cattle or sheep
stations: still. until those reserves were
scientifieally managed the expendityre
;of [nrther moneys on them wonld he un-
wise. The unpkeep of the ahnrigines’
station at Hall’s Creek last year had
amounted to £1.600, while the only ve-
‘turn received was from the sale of 500
head of cattle at o net price of £3 per
‘head: sn the operations of the year
showed a loss of £100, apart altogeiher
from interest and sinking fund. Too much
liad been said aboat immigration  te-
night. On almost every platform during
:the recent election eandidates had been
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asked their views on immigraiion, and
were almost invariably urged that greater
diserimination should be exercised in the
selection of immigrants ot Home. These
immigranls were turned out here help-
less and praciically hopeless. e bad
recenily seen five of them at Carnarven,
facing the entire North-West. with no
idea of the country, and ¢nite unable to
do any work that might be offering, Two
of them, in fact. could hardly speak the
language. One station manager in the
North-West had put off Australians at
£2 al a weck in order put on immigrants
at 30s., hut after four weeks Irvial he
had rejected the vew comers and gnne
oul in seareh of Australians. The Pre-
mier stood for congratulation on  the
policy he was pursuing in this respeet.

Mr. MALE : In veference to the de-
velapment of agrienlture, would the Min-
ister for Works tell the Commitiee if any
provision had heen made towards the
establishment of freezing works at
Wyndham.

The AMINISTER FOR WORKS : The
main difficulty in conneetion with the pro-
posed freezing works in the North was in
respect fo the site and the water supply.
Tu his opinion we enuld avercome the
question of foundations for the establish-
ment, bui it was most diffieult to secure
water. He proposed to Iy arfesian
boring for the purpose of loealing  a
waier supply.  This liec hoped 1o do dur-
ing (his finaneial year in order that he
itight have a definite proposal (o submit
fo Parliament next session.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Railways, £1,383,845; Harbours
and Rivers, £255,000—agreed io,

Yote—Wuter Supply and Seweraye,
£105,730 :

AMe. Ale DOWALL @ Apparently o pro-
vision had been made for water supplies
on ihe goldfields.

The Premier :
supplies.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
money Lhat was to be expended on water
supplies on the goldfields was not speei-
fically set out. The item of £45,000 for
the Easiern Goldhelds included water
supplies, and in fthat sum was £20,000 for

It is nearly all water
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a water supply for Ora Banda, and there
was provision for Yilgarn, Coolgardie,
and other districts: in faet. the greater
portion of the vate was for water sup-
plies.

Vote put and passed.

Voles—Decelopment of Goldfields and
Mineral resources. £112500 ; Develop-
ment of Jgricullure, £326,500—agreed to.

Vole—Roads and Bridges, £34,268:

Mr. ALLEN: What amount had been
allocated to the Gosnell’s roads hoard?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
would he found in the Revenne Estimates.
Most of this vote on the Loan Estimates
was for feedevs to roilways.

Vote put and passed.

Voies — Sundries, £112,302:  Mines,
£3953; Colonial Secretary, £2,500—-
agreed lo.

Resolutions reported, and the repert
adapted,

BILL—LOAN (£2,142,000).

Message.

Message from MHis Excellency the Gnv-
ernor received and read reeommending
the Loan Bill for £2,142,000.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan)
moved for leave io introduce a Bill for
A1 Ael to aunthorise the vaising of a
sum of £2.142.000 Ly loan for the cun-
strnetion of eertain Publie Works and
for olher purposes.’’

Question passed: Bill introduced and
reid o first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Ton. J. Scaddin) in
moving the seeond reading said : In sub-
mitting this Bill to the House I wish to
draw the atlention of menbers to ihe
faet {lat authority to vraise loan
money is necessary in order to provide
monsy io carry out the works set ont in
the Schedule of the Bill. The authority
already given to expend Loan funds
under {he Lovan Estimates will require
a further authorisation to complete these
works. The total amount T am asking
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authority to borrow is £2,142,000 of whieh
£1,212.300 is provided for railways. This.
inclndes rolling stock £440,000, additions
and improvements £290,000, land resump-
tion for railways £85,000, and rails and
fastenings £100,000, making a total of
£915,000. With the exception of a
portion of the item, rails and fasten-
ings, £100,000, this amount is vre-
quired for the working railways. The
balanee of the vole, £327,000 is rve-
quired for the econstruetion of new
railways, principally in agricultural dis-
triets as shown in the Sehedule. Of this
totat amount of £1,242,300, it will be
seen. existing railways and various ex-
tensions will absorb £899,700 of the total
authority now sought. Of the balance
£275,000 is required for the development
of agriculturc. ineluding what is termed
agrieultural immigration, for which an
amount of £60,000 is provided. At pre-
sent we ave compelled, as I said before,.
to continue a very large expenditure to
assist immigration in ovder to keep faith-
with the contraels entered into by our
predecessors, and due to the money not
being availahle from revenue. We hope,
however, later on to be able to reduce
this eonsiderably v making some pro-
vision for any necessary immigration
from revenue when given the opportunity
of adjusting our finances. In conneection.
with the metropolitan sewerage we ave
asking for anthority to spend £105,000..
ITarhowrs and Rivers will  absorh
£133,450; Development of goldfields and
mineral  resoureces £48,000; sundries,
which include public baildings and the
purchase of the Dalkeith Estate, £65,000,.
and the halance then left, namely,
£153.250 ¢ required for discount and
flotaiion expenges. At this point I wonld
like to briefly explain the position in
vegard to the Loan aceount, and I think
the following statement will demonstrate
the necessily for asking Parliament for
further authority on loan aceount. On
the 30th June, there was a balanee avail-
able for flotation under the 1911 Loan
Aet of £1,450,000; members will recog-
nise thalt on the 30(h June we had au-
thority to raise that amount. but the
money had not been raised. On the 30th
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September following this amount had
‘been reduced to £1,315,000. I now desire
to make public the amounls that we Lave
raised in the various eapitals of Auns-
tralia in conneetion with the last loan of
£500,000. The total amount subseribed
was £577,495 and I decided to accept the
whole of that amount; in faet I notified
the stock exchanges just priov to the
loan closing, when it appeared very evi-
«dent that it would be over-subseribed,
that we would allow them to take up the
whole of the nmount tendered for if they
so desired; we therefore accepted
£577,495. We have singe had numerous
applications from Perth and from other
places for additional amounts which
would have brought the total ahove
£600,000. The amounts subseribed In the
various capilals were as follows | —Syd-
ney, £150,325, Melbourne, £228,805, Adel-
aide, £96,575, Brishane, £63,000 and Perth
£38,701). 1 may inform the House that
the eost of the loan will be very limited
as I have made armrangements to prevent
having to pav anything in the way of
eost for transferving the loans from the
varions States. T have arranged for the
bulk of the money to be taken from the
Commonwealth in Perth and the Com-
monwealth will rake up the bulk of the
money subseribed in Sydney and Mel-
bourne. | have also made arrangements
for the hanks. except in Brisbane, to
pay 1 per cent. interest on the amount
remaining in their haids until we can
arrange for the Commonwealth to take
over the balance. whieh 1 think will be
done in a month or two.

Mr. Frank Wilson :  There
hrokerage and commission,

The PREMIER @ Yes, we lave not
been able o make ont the exaet cost yet,
but E am assured by the Under Treasuver
that the loan will work out very favour-
ably, so far as the expenses are con-
cerned.  Time has not permitted us to
go into the full details of the fotation,
but I propose next scssion to give fhese
detnils as to the cost of the loan com-
pared with vilier loans. in order to afford
information (o the 1Touse and to the pub-
lic as (o the desirability or otherwise of
raising loans in this manner, or in some

will he
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other way. I made this loan largely a
test, and it will be an advantage to this
and any other Ciovernments whe may
come afferwards to have this experience
in conneetion with the loeal raising of
loans. The Under Treasuver has paid a
great deal of attention t¢ this matter and
I have bad the pleasnre of placing on re-
cord my appreciation of the work he and
his officers have done in this connection.
He has kept & eomplete reecord of the flo-
tation, and it will be at the disposal of
whoever may follow me in the Treasury
whenever he desires to raise monev in
the futnre. Af the end of 1his month,
after allowing for the issues of loeal in-
serbed stock on aceount of the recent
loan tlie balance on this aceoun: will be
£610,935. The balanee on the 30th June
1911, was £1,040,698, and the amount
raised sinee £839,065, making an amount
of £1.879,763.  The estimated expendi-
ture for the cirrent half year is £803,735,
making a balanee available on the 3lst
December of £1,076,028. The estimated
expendiiure for the second half year is
£1,673,247 ; and as the balanee of raisings
available is £1,076,028, the further
amount required to be raised to cover
the works and services to the 30th June
nexi is £377.219, and that leaves me a
balance under exisfing loan anthority’
of only £33,616. Hon, members will
therefore vealise that 1T shall requive
further fuuds fo carey on the projected
warks to March. 1913, 1 think it is de-
sirable to obfain authority fo ecarry on
for a period until it is safe to approach
the London market. 1 do not intend at
the present time fo raise the whole of
this amount in London: but we shonld
have sufficient to carey on till March,
1913, in order that we shall not have
to approach London when the money is
not available.

Mr. Frank Wilson :
approach  the
1913,

The PREMIER : | am already in com-
munication with the Agent Geneval in
recard to approaching the London mar-
ket early next year; I, thervefove, seek
Parliamentary authority for the author-
isation, In the Public Accounts hon.

Tou will have to
London market befove
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members will find the position of the
Loan Fund. They will find the amount
raised. the balanee of anthorisation on
the 30th June, and the amount of the
Siale indebtedness, gross and net, per
head, and alse every information in con-
pection with the expenditure of the
money, cost of raising. etcetera, so that
it is unneeessay for me to mention it
in  introducing  the Bill. I therefore
move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Question pit and passed.

3ill read a second time,

In Commitice, elcelera.

Mr. Halman in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to H5—agreed to.

Schedule :

The PREMIER : There were clerical
errors in regard (o two items, ‘* Additions
and Improvements, Opened Railways,
£190.000,°* should read ‘‘Additions and
Tmprovements. Opened Railways,
£200,000; and the item '‘Rolling Stock,
£340.000°° should read, **Rolling Stock,
£440,000.°"  ‘Fhere was no alteration to
the total.

The CHAIRMAN :  Being clevieal
errors there was no need for an amend-
ment. The alteration would be made by
the Clerk.

Ay, MONGER : Tn reference tu the
item “Greenhills - Quairading Railway,
ineluding extenslon to Nunajin, £44,000.”
where would the terminal point on the
Wickepin-Merredin railway he? The
Minister for Works had written to him
to the effeci Ihat the Quairading-Nunajin
line would be constructed in a line al-
most direet from Quairading, to strike
the Wickepin-Merredin line a little south
of the point shown on some of the maps.
The original seliedule showed the ter-
minal point at (he western side of loca-
tion 13,795, To what extent would lhe
alteration refurred to in the Minister’s
letter affeet (hat terminal point?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was almnst impossible to state the ter-
minal point until the exuet route of the
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Wickepin-Merredin line was definitely
decided. The information given in the
letter to the hon. member was due to the
fact that if we took the line to the point
generally fixed on the maps it would be
running pavallel to the Wickepin-Mer-
redin route for a little distance. The
route should be as direet as possible.
It was not of much concern where the
line struck the Wickepin-Merredin route,
as long as it was in the vieinity of Nuna-
Jin, or within balf a wile or thereabouta
from Nunajin.

My, MONGER: It was understood
from the short debate during the after-
noon that the interpretation placed by houw.
members on the position arrived aft by
Parliament last session was that the Gov-
ernment had to eonsiruet a line of railway
direet from Wickepin to Merredin. He
asked the Minister to give an expression
of opinion as to where we were. Was
tke line going to Nunajin? Was the
Wickepin-Mervedin line to go, as the mem-
her for Coolgardie had said, in a direct
line or a la Czar of Russia’s Moscow to
St. Petersburg railway? Before we conld
pass the Schedule some information would
have to be piven. The verdict of (he
House during the aflernoon was that——

Mr. MeDowall: We should not appoint
a select committee; that is all.

Mr. MONGER: Was he to understand
that the Minisier for Works was going (o
cavry oni what the member for Coolgardie
had told the Committee that afternoon?

The Premier: Thal has nothing to do
with it.
Mr. MONGER: Before he left the

House (hai evening he was going to in-
sist on having a veply from the Minister
for Works. He had been told that the
desire of the Minister was to carry out
in iis entirety the mandate of Parliament.
That afternoon the tmandate of Parlia-
ment was that the line should bhe con-
strueted as nearly as possible in a direct
line, and if that was done it would pass
some 10 miles west of Nunajin. Under
these airenmstances he wanled to know
whether the Quairvading line was to go 10
miles over the Wickepin-Merredin voute?
Notwithstanding the noble feeling of the
Premier and of his eoucus-ridden gentle-



{21 Decearser, 1811.]

anen who sapported him, not one in 10 of
those who voted that afternoon knew what
they were voting about.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in making that statement.

Mr. MONGER: He would apologise
0 those caucus-ridden members, and ask
the Minister io give some idea as to where
the termiual point of the Quairading line,
junetioning with the Wickepin-Merredin
Tine, was woing 1o be.

The Premier: This merely gives power
io raise the money.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It was quite
true that the measure merely gave ihe
“Treasurer power to raise money; yet the
member for York was perfectly within
Tiis rights in asking for an explanation as
to the Greenhills-Quairading line, includ-
ing the extension to Nunajin. The hon.
member desired to know if the Minister
was going to carry on Lo Nunajin or stop
.at the Wickepin line.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With-
out being required {o do so he had already
wrilten to the hon, member pointing out
that it was intended that the survey
should go out as directly as possible from
‘Quairading to Nunajin, and that it was
to junetion with the Wickepin-Merredin
Tine at a point not yet decided upon.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Will it go on to
Nunajin?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While
-going info the Nunajin agrieultural avea
it would not go in as far as Nunajin Roek,
hecause of the engineering dilliculties to be
overcome; il had never been mtended that
it should o in there. It would sirike the
. Wickepin line a litile bit south, but tins
was due fo the alteration in the Quairad-
ing-Nunajin line,

Mr. MONGHER: It was unidersicod
from the debate this aflerncon that the
Minister was going to carry out the man-
date reccived from Parliament. [t seemed
now that that mandate was

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Was
the hon. merber in order in diseussing the
route of a railway on a Loan Bill? More-
over, this question had already heen de-
Laled earlier in the present silling, the
hon. member himself having dealt with it
by way of a motion.

T T 1445

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in diseussing the rouie of
a railway on this Bill. There would have
been ample opportunily for the hon. wem-
ber to do so when discussing ilem 20 of
the Loan LEstimales. As the hon member
had failed to take that opperiunity he (the
Chairman) had been giving him spvme lati-
tude on the Loan Bill, but he could not
allow him Lo debate the route of the rail-
way cuestion any longer.

Ar. MONGER: On the second reading
of the Loan Bill of last session the pre-
sent Speaker had varvied the debate 1o a
far greater extent than he (dlr. Monger)
had atiempted (o do this evening.

The CHATRMAN : 1f the hon. member
disngreed with the ruling of the Chaiv (he
methoed of doing so was set out in the
Standing Ovders.

The PREMIER : It was desived to ex-
Plain that under the heading of Develop-
ment of Agrvicultnre we were providing
a sum of £22,000 for ihe purchase of seed
wheat and manures for (hose who had
lost their erops, and who, unless we were
to make this provision, were not likely to
he able to gel in a crop for nexl season.

Scheclule put and passed.

Preamble. Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a thivd time and bransmifted to
the Legislafive Couneil.

- BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT,
Bill returned from the Legislative Coun-
¢il with amendments.

BILL—TRANSCONTINENTAL RAIL-

WAY.
Comncil's Lmendmends.

Bill returned from the Legislative Coun-
eil with two amendments whieh were now
eonsidered.

In Committee.

Mr, Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill

No. 1—Clause 3, Strike ount in line
three “not exceeding forty” and insert
“of one hundred and fifty:”
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Xo. 2—Clause 3, Insert a proviso as
follows : —*Provided that no mining oper-
ations shall be carried ov under the land
s0 granted without the approval of the
executive Government of the Commeon-
wealth :”

The PREMIER: The two amendments
amade by the Council might be explained
together. The Bill had originally pro-
vided that the Commonmwealth should own
the land conceded to them to a depth of
200 feet, but lhe Governmeut had then
substituted 40 feet. After the Bill had
been infroduced the Prime Minister had
wired inquiring for the full context of the
measure.  That information had heen
forwarded, and the Prime Minister had ve-
quested that 1530 feet should be snbstitu-
ted for 40 feet, and also that provision
should be made that no person should he
permitted fo mine on sach Iand without
permiszion of the Commonwenlth, That
reiuest ad been agreed to. When the
Commonivealth were controlling the mil-
way persons should not be allowed to mine
at any depth immediately below the rail-
way, but unless it could be shown that
such operations weve hikely to de damage
to the railway the Commonwealth would
have no object in preventing them. The
Commonwealth liad no control below 150
feet, but to that depth they wanted to pro-
tect their railway. He was satisfied there
was positively no danger; the Common-
wealth seemed to have no ohjection at all
to mining heing earried on, hot {hey
wanted to he consulted hefore permission
was granfed. He moved—

That amendment No. I be agreed to.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If the Com-
mittee agreed lo giving the Common-
wealth a1 depth of 150 feet that was all
that was required. The furibher amend-
ment would mean that the State could not
allow mining at any depth below the line
unless with the Commonwealth’s permis-
sion.

The CTIATRMAN: The land helow 150
feet belonged Lo the Siate.

AMr. FRANK WILSON: But the pro-
vision was heing made thot the Stale
wonld allow ne mining helow the line at
all without the permission of the Com-
monwealth. The depth of 150 feet was

[ASSEMBLY.]

all the safeguard the Commonwealth
needed, and far more than was necessary..
Why shouid we put ourselves in the posi-
tion that the Commonwealth might at any
time say, “You must not mine underneath
our railway”? It would not matter so
much if it was a restricted avea, but it was
for over 400 miles. We were legislating
for all time. Numerous townships might
spring up all along this route, and then
we would have to apply to the Common-
wealth Governmeut for permission to go
through our own land. The State ought
to vetain the right to deal with its own
land. There was no danger at 150 feet.

The Premier: Look at the creeps at
Broken Hill.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: There was
ample protection with a depth of 150 feet.
We shonld keep the power in our own
hands over mining operations in our own
terriiory. While agreeing to the depth of
150 feet, the Premier should not adopt
the further amendment.

Mr. HARPER: A depth of 150 feet
was quite sufficient to profect against sub-
sidence of the line. All mining orera-
itons ghould be under the control of our
own inspectors of mines. Tt would be
very arhitrary if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment could refuse to allow a mining
ecompany to put a connecting drive from
workings on one side of the railway to
the other side.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Has Bouth
fralia agreed to this 2

The Premier: T do not know,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
adoption of this amendiment would not
prevent mining,  All the Conumonwealth
asked was that they should he eonsulled
hefore mining was undertaken along the
live. Tt was necessary to prolect their
railway, A depth of 150 feet was not
sullicient profection. Greater depth would
not be sufficient in some parts of Western
Anstralin.  The Commonwealth officers
ought to he able te make shipulations as
to whai sort of timbering should be adop-
ted in mining operations under the rail-
way, and it was not fair te assnme that
they wonld hloek mining alfozether.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The question
was wheller we were to hand over abso-

Aus-
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lutely to the Commonwealth the power to
eontrol mining along the line, or whether
we were to retain it in (be hands of our
own Government. We would not permit
mining where there was danger to the
raihway.

The Premier: 1f we did and damage
ocenrred, who would be responsible?

My, Frank Wilson: The Stale. The
line eould easily be deviated. *

The Premier: Let Lhe Commonwealil
take the responsibility.

Mr. FRANK WILSOX: The amend-
ment handed us over bound hand and foot
to the Commonwealth, All we need do
was to hand them over the land Lhey re-
quired for the maintenance and construe-
tion of the railway, and give them con-
trol of it to a depth of 150 feat. Then if
the Commonwealth wished 1o protest
against any mining operations that might
eause Lrouble, they ecould put the matter
befoie the Siate Government, and any
{tovernmant in power would see the C'om-
“monwealth were fully protected. But (o
give the power absolutely in ilie hands of
the Federal Government wonld mean that
on the slightest intimation that there was
danger, or alleged danger, mining of any
deseription could be stopped throughout
the length of the railwav. South Ans-
tralia would assuredly not agree to this.
We should report progress, and the Pre-
mier eould wire to South Ausiralia asking
what aetion was intended there, or we
conld refuse the request now. and next
June there would be plenty of time lo
effect ihe amendment if it was thongeht
desirable.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Thev might make
that an exense fo stop bunilding 1he rail-
way,

AMr, FRANK WILSOY: That was not
tikelv. The Premier eonld bring the mat-
ter up at the forthcoming eonference of
Premiers.

The Premier: We counld pass the amend-
ment now and, if necessarv. take it bhack
in June.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That wonld
not be fair.

"Mr. FOLEY : There was nothing wrong
with the Premier’s idea. The leader of
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the Opposition was speaking from ibe
State point of view, but all members were
just as anxious to look afler the interests
of Western Anstralia. We eould depend
on the Commonwealth Government to rive
fair treatment equally with the Stale auih-
orities, There was nothing to fear and
nothing to lead us to believe the Common-
wealth would refuse the right to mine, as
long as the mining operations did not
jeopardise the railway in any way.

The PREMIER : We were only grant-
ing the land to a depth of 150 feet; below
{hat it wonld remain the property of the
Stale. [f we did not obtain their con-
sent to mine and anvthing should ocenr.
then we as a State would he responsible
for Lhe damage ecaused, but if they
had lo give consent to mine on their
property and anything should ozcur, we
would get all the henefits. There was no
responsibility resting on us for a single
penny. It was better Lo allow them to
give consent: they could not refuse it.
The only point was that by giving eon-
sent thev gave it on condition that min-
ing would be earried on in such a way
that it would be making it eertain that
lhe railway would be protected. If any-
thing should happen to the railway there
wonld be no responsibility to the State.

Mr. Ifoley : There will be no dual econ-
trol?

The PREMIER :

Mr. HARPER :  The control should
remain in the hands of the State. We
had inspeetors of mines and it was under
the conirel of the State that mining
should be ecarried on, becanse we would
have better facilities for protecting the
rmilwayvs of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment.

Mr. TAYLOR : 1T we aceopled the
amendment of the Tegislative Couneil ne
mining at all could bhe earrvied on within
the area fo be granted to the Federal Gov-
crument for the eonstruetion of-this rail-
way line without their permission. We
wore really giving them eontrol from the
surface as far down as thev liked to go.
and no mining could be earried on with-
out their permission.  YWhat was the
idea of putting in 150 feet? The State

None whatever.
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was anxious to have that railway, and
Parliament had no desire to prevent the
line being constructed at the earliest
possible moment, and we should do noth-
ing that would prevent the work being
carried out. There was no necessity for
the first portion of the clause dealing with
the 130 teet, and if we accopted the other
we would have to get the consent of the
Federal Parliament before we ¢onld zo
into that area to operate as miners.
There was ample safety, and especially
at this stare, in granting them 130 feet,
and when Parliamen{ met next session,
if it was necessary, and {hev were pre-
paved lo [all into line, the State might
give the IFederal Goyernment the sole
right to say whether mining operations
should he carried on or not.

My, U'nderwood : s there any pos-
sibilify of mining on that line!

Mr. TAYLOR : There might be, and
if the area we had to grant these people
ran parallel with the line of reefs on the
Golden Mile, where would we he? Thewe
was no reason why we should forego our
rights below the 1a0ft. marl.

" Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment ngreed to.

No. 2.—Tnsert the following proviso:—
“Provided no mining operaiions shall be
carridl on under itha land so granied
without the approval of {he Executive
Government of the Commonwealth:”

The PREMIER moved —
That the amendmeni ba agreed to.

Question put and a division taken wilh
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .21
Noes - . N
Majority for .. P b
AYES.
Mr., Apngwin Mr, McDowall
Mr. Bath Ir, Mullany
Mr. Colller 31r. Munsie
Mr. Fnley Mr. Price
Mr. Gardlper Mr, Seaddan
Mr. GiH Mr. B. T. Stubbs
Mr. Johnson «Mr. Turvey
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lander Afr. Walker
Mr. Lewls Mr, Hettmenn

Mr. McDonald (Teller).
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NoEes.
Mr. Allen Mr. A, E. Piesse
Mr, Harper Mr. Taylor
Mr, [efroy | Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Male

Mr. Monger . (Teller).

Amendment Lhus passed.

Resolutions reported, the report adopi-
ed, and a Message accordingly returned to
the Legislative Council.,

House adjourned at 12.17 a.m.

Legislative Council,
Friday, 22nd December, 1011,
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The PRESIDENT {ook the Chair at
11 a.m.. and vead prayers.

QUESTION — FREEZIXG
WYNDHAM.

Hon. M. T. MOS8 (for Hon. R. W.
Tennefather) asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: Whether the Government inlend to

WORKS,



